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For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
THE COMMERCE OF THE BIBLE. 


BY REY. J. E. ROCKWELL, D. D. 


XI11.—-COMMERCE 


Our notices of Scriptural allu- 
sions to commercial. life and activ- 
ity, should not be concluded with- 
out an inquiry as to the part which 
commerce is to bear in the future 
progress and triumphs of the church 
of God. It cannot be supposed 
that an instrumentality which has 
so thoroughly interwoven itself 
with all the noblest interests of 
society, that has contributed to 
all advances in civilization, and has 
aided in the spread of religious 
institutions, often going before 
and preparing the way for them, 
should be forgotten in the descrip- 
tions found in prophecy, of the 
coming triumphs of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom. 

If we turn to Deut. xxxiii: 19, we 
find a foreshadowing of what was 
to be the destiny of commerce, in 
the word of Moses, spoken in re- 
gard to Zebulon:—‘‘ They shall 
call the people unto the mountains, 
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then they shall offer sacrifices of 
righteousness, for they shall seek 
of the abundance of the seas and 
of the treasures hid in the sand.” 

This was said of that tribe which 
was to be most especially engaged 
in commercial life from its prox- 
imity to the sea. Through their 
borders lay the great thorough- 
fare by which the vast commerce 
of the East made its way to Asia 
Minor, Europe and Africa. Thus 
they were brought into close and 
constant contact with nations that 
were idolatrous, who could not 
but learn from them important 
lessons as to the true God and 
the worship which He required. 
And thus this prophecy of Moses 
foreshadowed a Christianized com- 
merce entering in as a powerful 
missionary element to the work of 
the church. 

If with this thought before us 
we turn to Ps. alv: 12, we shall 
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find it fully confirmed and unfold- 
ed in the sublime description which 
the Psalmist has given us of the 
coming triumphs and glories of 
Messiah’s kingdom. It is a cele- 
bration of the majesty, grace and 
glory of Christ, and a description 
of the church in its union with 
him as her head and Savior when 
he shall come to be admired of all 
his saints. 

This union is celebrated in all 
the glowing imagery and scenery 
of oriental poetry as a wedding 
feast where the friends of the 
bride are present with their gifts 
and congratulations. Among those 
who appear on this occasion to pay 
their tribute to Christ is specially 
mentioned ‘‘the daughter of 
Tyre.” In the age of Solomon 
Tyre was the symbol of commer- 
cial greatness, renowned for its arts, 
manufactures, wealth and wide- 
extended commerce. It had se- 
cured the traffic of the world. 
The sea washed its sides, Lebanon 
furnished timber for its navy, 
Egypt supplied it with sails and 
cordage. In its harbors the ships 
of all nations floated. From its 
overstocked population went forth 
vast colonies to form new centers 
of power and influence, and it was 
her daughter, or people or success- 
ors, who was to be present with 
her gifts when Christ should bring 
forth his bride and crown her with 
his love and grace. What these 
gifts of commerce shall be we may 
readily anticipate. Its wealth shall 
be brought, consecrated to Christ 
and his work. It shall lay before 
him all its noblest influences as 
seen in binding nations together 
in a common brotherhood, and so 
preparing the way for peace on the 
earth and the cessation of wars and 
fightings. It shall aid in carrying 
to the nations of the world the 
influences and appliances of the 
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Gospel, and so shall consecrate all 
its own instrumentalities to the 
extension of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom. And it shall give men to 
the church and to Christ who 
have been inured to toil and hard- 
ship, and who shall gladly offer 
themselves to his service and to 
the extension and enlargement of 
his kingdom. Every ship shall 
then become a Bethel and above 
it shall float the emblem of peace, 
the banner of the cross, the ensign 
of the King of kings. There shall 
be gifts of commerce brought and 
laid at the feet of Jesus, when he 


shall take to himself his great — 


power and come to be glorified of 
his saints. 

If we turn from this prophecy 
to Is. la: I-9, we behold a scene 
of unexampled prosperity and 
glory which is yet to he witnessed 
by the church of God, and whose 
influence will be felt over all the 
earth. Here, too, the vision which 
rises before the prophet is one of 
great sublimity and beauty. In 
the midst of darkness that covers 
the earth he sees a long night of 
gloom and agony. Superstition, 
cruelty, oppression, error and 
crime hold high carnival and re- 
produce the scenes of hell upon 
the face of the earth. In the 
midst of this sad scene, the pro- 
phet, as he turns his eyes towards 
Zion, discerns upon her mountain 
tops the signs and streaks of com- 
ing day. And as the glorious vi- 
sion brightens he calls upon her 
to arise and shine, for light has 
come and the glory of the Lord 
has risen upon her. As the dawn 
brightens into day and the mists 
of error and sin roll away before the 
rising beams of the sun, he be- 
holds the nations of the world 
flocking to Zion and bringing to 
her their glory and their wealth, 
and returning to her embrace her 
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long lost sons and daughters. 
Among the thronging multitudes 
all pressing their way to the glo- 
rious city of God, are inhabi- 
tants of the desert, long the wor- 
shippers of the false prophet,— 
the kings of Sheba with their 
wealth and splendor, and the Gen- 
tile nations now shining in the 
gracious covenants of promise and 
of mercy. Everywhere is seen the 
glorious light of the latter day. 
Peace reigns over all, violence and 
destruction no more leave their 
traces on the face of society. It 
is the year of jubilee for the earth 
long groaning under the ‘oppres- 
sions of sin, it is the day of glad- 
ness that follows the long night of 
agony and evil. 

While lost in wonder at the 
glorious and animating scene, the 
church turns her eye towards the 
sea and beholds its abundance and 
wealth turning towards her, and 
under this new conversion the 
forces of the Gentiles also coming 
to lay their tribute at her feet. 
And as she asks in astonishment 
‘‘who are these that fly asa cloud 
and as doves to their windows?” 
the answer comes from the Spirit 
of God, in language which none 
can misunderstand: ‘* Because the 
abundance of the sea shall be con- 
verted unto thee, the forces of the 
Gentiles shall come unto thee.” 
“Surely the isles shall wait for 
me and the ships of Tarshish first 
to bring thy sons from far, their 
silver and their gold with them, 
unto the name of the Lord thy 
God, and to the Holy One of 
Israel, because he hath glorified 
thee.” 

Nothing can more beautifully 
exhibit the part which commerce 
is to bear in the future triumphs 
of the Gospel than these words 
and their connections. That abun- 
dance of the sea which is to be 


converted, and those ships of 
Tarshish which are to become 
tributary to his church, are spoken 
of as flying clouds and as doves 
hastening to their windows. We 
often speak of a single ship when 
pressing on before the freshening 
breeze as under a ‘“‘cloud of can- 
vass.”” And the figure is still more 
apt when a fleet: of vessels are seen 
covering the sea with their white 
wings. Thus far this beautiful 
sight has only been seen as asso- 
ciated with commercial enterprise, 
or the service of government, or 
the exactions of war. But the 
time will come when as the eye 
turns towards the sea and catches 
sight of the ships that are flying 
onward in their peaceful missions, 
it shall see only those that are 
manned with loyal subjects of the 
King of kings, and whose mission 
is to do his work and advance his 


glory. Every ship will be a Bethel, 


and above it shall float the emblem 
of peace, the banner of the great 
captain of our salvation. As one 
after. another, the isles shall wait 
for his law, the ships of 'Tarshish 
shall be there having with them 
not only the heralds of the Gospel, 
but manned with brave and earnest 
Christians who shallbe living epis- 
tles known and read of all men. 

When Zion shall reclaim her 
scattered sons and daughters, the 
ocean shall be covered with fleets 
bringing them thither, and their 
silver and their gold with them. 

When the daughter of Tyre 
shall come with her gifts, and 
commerce shall consecrate its 
wealth to Christ, the sailor shall 
be the bearer of the offering. 

The work is already begun. 
Commercial enterprise has already 
been engaged in preparing the 
way for the Gospel and the Prince 
of peace. The first inspired apostle 
who entered Rome came thither 
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from Palestine across the stormy 
waters of the sea. 

The heralds of salvation could 
visit Britain when her people were 
heathen only by the aid of sailors. 
The missionaries of the cross have 
ever been borne to their fields of 
labor by the ships of Tarshish. 
And their services will continue to 
be required in this direction until 
the world shall be wholly convert- 
ed to God. And as the latter day 
with its glory shall begin to dawn 
upon the earth, and the silver and 
gold shall be poured in to enrich 
the treasuries of the church, the 
millions of men, now engaged in 
commercial pursuits, shall become 
the noblest and most efficient 
agents of Christ in spreading his 
Gospel and extending his king- 
dom upon the earth. The whole 
drift of prophecy and history 
points in this direction. The 
noblest men in the band of Christ’s 
immediate disciples were sailors. 
He might have taken the men who 
had been educated in the schools 
of Jerusalem and brought up in 
luxury and refinement, but instead 
of this he passed along the shores 
of the sea of Galilee and called 
after him men who had been all 
their lifetime inured to toil and 
whose characters had been mould- 
ed by the scenes of their early 
labors and struggles. And there 
is in this fact a significance which 
makes it almost prophetic. It was 
the illustration of the words of 
Isaiah,—‘‘ Because the abundance 
of the sea shall be converted unto 
thee, the forces of the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee.” It was by 
Peter, the former sailor of Galilee, 
that the Gospel was first preached 
to a Gentile. And his influence 
and that of his brethren who had 
once toiled upon the sea has been 
felt in all succeeding ages. They 
brought to their work all the bold- 
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ness and earnestness of their form- ff 
er modes of life. When the Savior | 


left them for his seat in Heaven 
and they were fully confirmed in 
their faith in him, they never 
faltered in their work nor shrank 
from any toil or danger or suffer- 
ing to which they were called for 
the Master’s sake. They rejoiced 
that they were counted worthy to 
suffer for him. Their fearlessness 
and determination in preaching 
the Gospel, even in the face of per- 
secution, carried with it a demon- 
stration of their honesty and sin- 
cerity, which often silenced the 
most bitter enemies of the truth. 
Even the Jewish Sanhedrim, when 
they saw the boldness of Peter and 
John, took knowledge of them that 
they had been with Jesus. And 
these prescient and pregnant state- 
ments of the part which commerce 
is to have in the future struggles 
and triumphs of the Gospel are 
confirmed by the later histories of 
the church. 

Commerce has already begun to 
yield its tribute of men, as well 
as of wealth to Christ and his 
church. The sea has spoken and 
the ships of Tarshish have been 
vocal with the praises of God. 
Many a sailor has already felt the 
power of redeeming grace, and has 
gone out upon the sea in all the 
strength of a faith that is the 
substance of things hoped for and 
the evidence of things not seen. 
And they who have been familiar 
with the history of such men, well 
know that they never hesitate to 
make known their convictions and 
experiences to others. They are 
earnest and fearless men in their 
religion as well as in their busi- 
ness. They never expect to be 
carried to heaven 

“On flowery beds of ease.”’ 
They are prompt, bold, obedient 
to the call of duty, fearless of 
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danger, ready to encounter hard- 
ships, and they go forth, not to 
check and conceal their feelings, 
or deny their professions, but 
nobly to bear their testimony to 
the grace that has saved them 
from sin and made them sons of 
God and heirs of heaven. 

What will be the influence of 
such men when the abundance of 
the sea shall be converted need not 
be a matter of doubtful specula- 
tion. And it is when viewed in 
this light that commerce rises in 
grandeur and importance, not as 
the means of building up gigantic 
fortunes and vast civil interests, 
but of extending the kingdom of 
Christ and speeding on the day 
when all shall know the Lord, from 
the least even unto the greatest. 

At that great wedding feast 
among the gifts which shall be 
brought will be the offerings which 


261 


commerce shall lay at the feet of 
the bridegroom and the bride, and 
besides the gold and the silver will 
be the millions of toilers upon the 
sea. They will form the living 
links that will bind all nations in 
a common brotherhood. They will 
bear aloft the banner of the Cross 
and shout to the dwellers in the 
distant lands the news of salva- 
tion and the glad tidings of peace 
on earth, and good will towards 
men. They will watch for the 
dawn of the latter-day glory, 
whose rising beams, gilding the 
mountain tops and streaking the 
ocean, shall be the harbingers of 
peace and joy to the nations. And 
then by the dwellers both on sea 
and. land shall the chorus be taken 
up and borne over all the earth, 
—‘* Hallelujah! for the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth.” 


JACK 


We sing about and pray for 
“‘ those in peril on the sea.” But 
Jack is exposed to perils ashore 
more subtle and more deadly than 
any that can beset him afloat. 
The Christian people of our great 
seaport towns are gradually finding 
this out, and are here and there 
bestirring themselves accordingly. 
Though the movement has come 
into existence tardily, and pro- 
gresses but slowly,—thank God for 
every harbor of refuge now afforded 
to Jack by the ‘‘ Strangers’ Rests ” 
to be found at long intervals around 
the coast. There is now at least 
a chance that our sailors may es- 
cape moral and spiritual shipwreck 
on the black reefs of sin that 
wicked men and women have built 
up, and on which many a false 
light is placed in order to lure the 
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hapless mariner on to sure destruc- 
tion. 

The friends who have instituted 
and kept in working order the Rest 
in Ratcliff-highway met last Friday 
evening to thank God for the suc- 
cesses of another year of lifeboat 
work in that seething ocean of 
vice, and to encourage each other’s 
hearts for the labors of the year to 
come. Mr. Reginald Radcliffe, 
who may almost be termed the 
founder of the London ‘“ Rests,” 
came from Liverpool for the occa- 
sion. Mr. Jas. E. Mathieson, 
whose warm personal interest and 
co-operation have been of great 
service, presided over the meeting 
which, after tea, was convened in 
the upper room of the Rest. 

Mr. R. Paton, who had been re- 
quested to speak on ‘‘ personal 
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dealing,” said that in order to suc- 
cessful work we must have person- 
ally dealt with God, and made 
sure that our own hearts are right 
with Him, and when our hearts 
get to overflow with his love, the 
overflowings would be sure to bless 
others. If we feel that we can 
keep from making known the 
Gospel, we had better not seek 
to make it known to others, but 
rather wait upon God until our 
hearts are so laid hold of by the 
Word that it is as a burning fire 
shut up in our bones and we can- 
not stay (Jer. av: 9).. He then 
pointed out how necessary it was 
to ascertain the condition of soul 
of those addressed, in order to 
avoid ‘‘healing the hurt of the 
daughter of my people shghtly ” 
(Jer. vi: 14), and also to see that 
the Scriptures used were suitable 
to the individnal case. He illus- 
trated this from our Lord’s deal- 
ing with the ruler that came to 
him, and other Scriptures, and 
also from interesting cases at the 
“* Rest ” and the ‘“‘foksle ” of the 
‘* Welcome Home” that had come 
under his observation. 

Dr. Ziemann had several grati- 
fying instances of conversion 
among the Germans to report. 
They had been led into the 
‘* Rest,” and better still, led into 
the light of God’s forgiveness and 
peace. One case was that of a 
young German who had been left 
as an orphan in the care of a Ger- 
man pastor, by whom he was edu- 
cated. At the age of sixteen 
he ran away, and for nine years 
he wandered about the world, a 
poor, ungodly, miserable creature. 
Christ found him in Ratcliff-high- 
way, by means of the Rest, and 
changed his heart. The pastor on 
hearing of it wrote back thanking 
God that the wanderer had been 
found. Since then he has been 
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employed in an asylum for idiot 
boys, and has had the joy of lead- 
ing one of these poor imbeciles to 
an apprehension of saving truth. 
Dr. Ziemann was very earnest 1n 
commending to all workers the 
cultivation of a loving, sympathiz- 
ing spirit, in action as well as in 
word, and spoke of some instances 
known to him in which discour- 
agement and alienation had result- 
ed from the neglect or harshness 
of professing Christians. 

Col. Bentinck also had a good 
report to give of the work among 
the Germans, and of their extreme 
willingness to listen to the simple 
truths of salvation. 

Then Mr. Radcliffe recited at 
some length his recent experiences 
in Scandinavia, an outline of 
which was given in these columns 
at the time of his former visit to 
London. He mentioned the in- 
teresting fact that the Queen of 
Sweden is a decided Christian lady, 
and that the Crown Princess of 
Denmark (who is also a Swede) is 
at any rate a hopeful inquirer after 
the truths of the Gospel. He put 
in a very strong plea successively 
for the landsmen in the countries 
that are professedly Christian, for 
the heathen populations, and for 
the unhappy women. who infest 
the Highway and neighborhood. 
‘“My sister,” he said, ‘‘is in 
heaven, and I want these dear wo- 
men to be beside her there.” He 
had also a word to say about the 
“land sharks,” or ‘‘crimps,” 
who compass the ruin of so many 
sailors, and wound up his fervid 
address by exhorting Christians to 
put every talent out to usury for 
the Master’s glory and the good of 
perishing souls. 

Col. Haig followed with a deep- ~ 
ly interesting sketch of Christian 
work among sailors in Calcutta, 
and the wondrous triumphs of the 
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Gospel there during the five years 
in which the Mission had existed. 
He said the work was languishing 
at present from a combination of 
untoward events, and he asked 
prayer that God would give renew- 
ed prosperity and success. 

After some words of good cheer 
from Mr. T. A. Denny, who takes 
a very practical interest in the 
welfare of Jack, Mr. R. C. Mor- 
gan read a statement, from which 
it appeared that since the institu- 
tion of the Rests in the Highway, 
2,853 book-bags had been issued 
to sailors leaving the port. Seven- 
ty-six cabin-bags had also been 
given for the use of crews on 
board, while 470 bags had been 
sent to Port Said, and 200 to the 
North Sea fishing fleet. Many 
parcels of tracts had been given to 
Christian sailors for distribution 
in foreign harbors. Mr. Morgan 
spoke briefly of the value of tract 
distribution, and the need of dis- 
criminating in the selection, and of 
prayer in distributing them. 

The last speaker was Miss Mac- 
pherson, who greatly moved the 
meeting by her account of the 
blessed work of rescue that had 
been going on among the fallen 
women in the district. ‘* Oh,” 
said one of them, ‘‘if you would 
only speak to us as you do to the 
men, we should be converted too.” 
The matter was laid as a burden 
on the heart of one sister, and 
since the opening of the ‘‘ Bridge 
of Hope,” nine months since, from 
thirty to forty of these unhappy 
sisters had been brought back from 
the dark mountains, where, alas, 
so many of them stumble and die, 
and guided into the paths of puri- 
ty and peace. Miss Macpherson 
spoke with great warmth of feel- 
ing about the hideous traffic in 
English girls that is undoubtedly 
carried on by some of the keepers 
of the lodging-houses, mostly for- 
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eigners. ‘‘We can give you the 
names and take you to houses 
where there are young girls of fif- 
teen destined for foreign ports. 
There is a crying need for the en- 
forcement of the police laws, such 
as have been lately put into opera- 
tion in Edinburgh.” She spoke 
ot the power of sympathy in reach- 
ing the hearts of these women, 
however hardened, and appealed 
for help in providing tea-meetings 
to which they could be invited, as 
well as book-bags for the sailors. 

At the close of the meeting, 
which was a crowded and intense- 
ly interesting one, most of the 
friends present adjourned to the 
room below, where they gathered 
around the Lord’s Table and com- 
memorated his dying love. Mr. 
Stephens, of Highgate, presided, 
and addressed to those present 
some exhortations well fitted to 
quicken faith and lead to renewed 
consecration of life. 

The rescue work among the sail- 
ors was not overlooked or forgotten 
because it was anniversary-day. 
On leaving the ‘‘ Rest,” we step- 
ped into the ‘* Welcome Home,” 
and found an evangelistic meeting 
going on in the ‘‘ foksle.” While 
we remained, Dr. Ziemann spoke 
and Mr. Bennet Anderson sang 
the Gospel. We learn from a cor- 
respondent that the meeting was 
kept up till one o’clock, and it is 
believed that five souls at least 
found peace in believing. 

A goodly number of the workers 
and other friends met again at the 
Rest on Saturday afternoon, when 
brief addresses were given by Mr. 
Radcliffe, Dr. Ziemann, Miss Mac- 
pherson, Mr. Colin Young, Mr. 
Jas. Mathieson, and others, while 
much importunate and united 
prayer went up on behalf of the 
yarious workers.—London Chris- 
tian. 
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2.0) Nave B EL Eevee 
(Mark y. 36.) 


It was only a touch, 
But the woman was whole, 
With the plague of her sins 
Fully purged from her soul. Matt. ix. 21. 


It was only the clay 
But that finger made light, 
And the Light of the world 
Gave the blind one his sight. John ix. 6. 


It was only a szgh, 
But it severed the spell 
Which had bound tongue and ear; 
He did all things so well. Mark vii. 34 


{t was only a voice, 
But it rang through the tomb, 
And the dead was called forth 
From its foulness and gloom. John ix. 43. 


It was only a look, 
But it broke Peter’s heart, 
And the spirit was cleansed 
In its innermost part. Luke xxii. 61. 


It was only a word, 
And that one word was ‘* Come,” 
But it told the good news 
Of which grace was the sum. Matt. xi. 28. 


It was only a cross, 
And the symbol of shame, 
But that cross was the pledge 
Of life through his name. Jobn iii, 14, 


It was only a knock, 
But it calls to some saint; 
Not refreshment He asks, 
But for love He is faint. Rev. iii. 20. 


It is only a call, 
But Salvation is meant; 
Unto all who are lost 
Is the glad message sent. Matt. ix. 13. 


It is only a day, 
That the Savior will wait; 
When as Judge He returns, 
It shall then be too late. Heb. iii. 15. 


Mrs. G. C. Needham. 
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For The Sailors’ Magazine. 


SAILOR’S 


ADVANCE 


WAGES. 


The following article is from the pen of Captain Ropert C. ADAms, 


now of Boston, 


Mass., 


formerly of the bark Rocket, than whom no 


one 1s more competent to speak wisely upon the topic he treats, and 
we welcome him to the discussion of this important measure for the 


benefit of the sailor. 


It is probable that no vessel has 
sailed from the United States on 
a long voyage, during the last 
thirty years, which could not fur- 
nish illustrations of the evils of 
paying sailors two or three months 
wages in advance. Here is the 
story of the ship California. She 
was bound from San Francisco to 
the West Coast of Mexico, to load 
logwood for New York. Sailors 
were scarce, and the shipping- 
masters fixed the wages at twenty- 
five dollars per month, with eighty 
dollars advance and ten dollars 
**blood money.”” One sailor came 
on board very drunk, and the next 
day when sobered, said he had ar- 
rived at San Francisco from Bos- 
ton only three days before. He 
had given his landlord all the 
wages from the outward voyage, 
and had been shipped while in- 
toxicated, the landlord taking all 
the advance wages and stealing all 
the good clothes that were in his 
chest, putting in a few things that 
you could ‘shoot peas through.” 
He had a wife and children in 
Boston and would be paid off, 
after a voyage of eleven months, 
ee less than three months’ 

wages. Upon arrival at Mazatlan 
it was learned that the previous 
ship had been deserted by her 
crew, the sailors having no heart 
to work for nothing. This oc- 
casioned a direct loss to the ship 
of nearly a thousand dollars, and 
further loss was caused by hiring 


Mexicans, who knew but little of 
seamanship, at enormous wages. 
The California’s crew did not de- 
sert, partly because the officers 
were faithful and vigilant night 
and day, and partly because the 
crew found they were in ‘‘a good 


ship;’ but the temptation was 
strong, and the anxiety of the 


captain was great. When nearing 
Cape Horn, the sailors were heard 
one evening in the dog watch, 
singing while they hauled on a rope. 
Upon inquiry the mate was told 
they were ‘‘dragging the dead 
horse out of the forecastle to heave 
him overboard.” The period for 
which their advance pay was given 
had expired, they had ‘* worked 
up their dead horse,” as they say, 
and now were having a celebra- 
tion of the event, rejoicing that 
henceforth they would have money 
coming to them for each day’s 
work. It is frequently reckoned 
in a ship’s forecastle, ‘* when dead 
horse will be up?” Sailors cer- 
tainly work with brighter spirits 
when conscious of earning money 
for the future. 

This case, among thousands, 
shows that advance wages often 
cause the loss of the amount to 
the sailor; they offer an ever pre- 
sent temptation to robbery on the 
part of the landlord; they are the 
chief incentive to * shanghaeing,” 
or shipping sailors when drunk or 
drugged; landsmen have some- 
times been abducted in this man- 
ner for the sake of the advance 
pay; they lessen the sailor’s inter- 


266 


est and heart in his work, they en- 
danger the ship with desertion, 
causing great expense and annoy- 
ance, if she touches at a port be- 
fore the crew have any money due 
them. 

The only good argument in fay- 
or of advance wages is, that they 
give the sailor the possibility of 
securing a good outfit and leay- 
ing some provision for family or 
friends. But one of the sailor’s 
chief faults is improvidence, and 
it will tend to develop thriftiness, 
if he learns the necessity of pro- 
viding for the future with the 
earnings of the past, as all other 
work people in the world do. The 
captain usually carries a ‘‘ slop- 
chest ” and the improvident sail- 
or need not suffer for want of 
clothing, though it may cost-him 
more if purchased at sea. When 
a sailor has a wife, he can often 
leave her a half-pay order. 

There is no reason why the hon- 
est landlord should object to the 
abolition of advance, for the sail- 
or will have just so much more 
money due him at the end of the 
voyage, and while the average sea- 
man’s character is as low as at 
present, his wages will continue 
to flow into the landlord’s coffers, 
with only the imperceptible differ- 
ence that it will be the whole 
earnings of one voyage, instead of 
part of the earnings of two voy- 
ages. 

The abolition of advance wages 
will certainly remove serious pre- 
sent evils, but it must honestly be 
said that sailors will continue to be 
the prey of bad landlords just as 
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long as they themselves choose to 
be. The Shipping Commissioners’ 
law, from which so much was hop- 
ed, is partly circumvented by new 
methods of land-shark extortion, 
to which sailors voluntarily expose 
themselves. The Sailors’ Homes 
and Savings Banks are always open 
in every port, and any sailor who 
desires to do so can lead a sober, 
frugal life. The trouble is that 
his vices lead him to the haunts 
of villainy, and in spite of all laws 
he will be robbed just as long as 
he insists upon associating with 
robbers. Reform, to be permanent, 
must be in the sailor’s character. 
The SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY 
and others are nobly working to 
this end, and are gaining ground; 
but more must be done on ship- 
board, where a sailor passes most 
of his life. The prevailing antag- 
onism between the cabin and the 
forecastle must give place to the 
kindly relations which exist on 
shore between the counting-room 
and the work-shop. When a cap- 
tain or mate interests himself in 
the welfare of the crew, it is not 
unusual for them to induce the 
whole ship’s company to go toa 
Sailors’ Home and lead steady 
lives when in port. Sailors have 
a proverb, ‘‘ good officers make 
good men.” Let ship owners se- 
lect worthy commanders that will 
so act as to elevate their crews. 
When a sailor’s life is “‘ hell afloat ” 
he is apt to seek “the way to hell” 
on shore, but after a voyage in 
“a good ship” he will be likely to 
seek a ‘“‘ Home” in port. 


We have seen no summary of the British statute forbidding the pay- 
ment of advance wages to seamen which went into operation on the 
first of last month, so comprehensive as that we print on our next two- 


pages. 


It seems admirably framed for the purpose in view. 
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Advance Wages to British Seamen Illegal. 


On August Ist the new law goy- 
erning the seamen’s advance note 
system went into effect in Great 
Britain. We append some extracts 
from the new bill, which will be 
found very interesting by those 
advocating a similar movement in 
the United States. 

This act may be cited as the 
Merchant’s Seamen (Payment of 
Wages and Rating) Act, 1880. 

This Act shall be construed as 
one with the Merchant Shipping 
Acts, 1854 to 1876, and those Acts 
and this Act may be cited collec- 
tively as the Merchant Shipping 
Acts, 1854 to 1880. 

2. (1). After the first day of 
August, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighty-one, any docu- 
ment authorizing or promising, or 
purporting to authorize or promise, 
the further payment of money on 
account of a seaman’s wages con- 
ditionally on his going to sea from 
any port in the United Kingdom, 
and made before those wages have 
been earned, shall be void. 

(2). No money paid in satis- 
faction or in respect of any such 
document shall be deducted from 
a seamen’s wages, and no person 
shall have any right of action, 
suit, or set-off against the seaman 
or his assignee in respect of any 
money so paid or purporting to’ 
have been paid. 

(3). Nothing in this section 
shall affect any allotment note 
made under the Merchant Ship- 
ping Act, 1854. 

3. (1). Every agreement with a 
seaman which is required by the 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, to 
be made in the form sanctioned 
by the Board of Trade, shall, if 
the seaman so require, stipulate 
for the allotment of any part not 
exceeding one half of the wages 
of the seaman in favor of one or 
more of the persons mentioned in 


section 169 of the Merchants Ship- 
ping Act, 1854, as amended by 
this section. 

4. In the case of foreign-going 
ships— 

(1). The owner or master of 
the ship shall pay to each seaman 
on account, at the time when he 
lawfully leaves the ship at the end 
of his engagement, two pounds, or 
one fourth of the balance due to 
him, whichever is least; and shall 
pay him the remainder of his 
wages within two clear days (ex- 
clusive of any Sunday, Fast Day 
in Scotland, or Bank Holiday) af- 
ter he so leaves the ship. 


(5.) Where a ship is about to 
arrive, 18 arriving, or has arrived 
at the end of her voyage, every 
person not being in Her Majesty's 
service, or not being duly author- 
ized by law for the purpose, who— 

(a.) goes on board the ship, 
without the permission of the 
master, before the seamen 
lawfully leave the ship at the 
end of their engagement, or 
are discharged (whichever last 


happens); or— 
(6.) being on board the ship, 
remains there after being 


warned to leave by the mas- 

ter, or by a police officer, or 

by any officer of the Board of 

Trade or of the Customs; 
shall for every such offense be l- 
able on summary conyiction to a 
fine not exceeding twenty pounds, 
or, at the discretion of the Court, 
to imprisonment for any term not 
exceeding six months; and the 
master of the ship or any officer 
of the Board of Trade may take 
him into custody, and deliver him 
up forthwith to a constable, to be 
taken before a court or magistrate 
capable of taking cognizance of 
the offence, and de: ult with accord- 
ing to law. 


wo 
SS 
CO 


(6.) Whenever it is made to 
appear to her Majesty:— 

(1.) That the Government of 
any foreign country has provided 
that unauthorized persons going 
on board of British ships which 
are about to arrive or have arrived 
within its territorial jurisdiction 
shall be subject to provisions simi- 
lar to the provisions in the last 
preceding section as applicable to 
persons going on board British 
ships at the end of the voyages; 
and 

(2.) That the Government of 
such foreign country is desirous 
that the provisions of the said sec- 
tion shall apply to unauthorized 
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persons going on board of ships 
belonging to such foreign country 
within the limits of British terri- 
torial jurisdiction: 

Her Majesty may, by Order in 
Council, declare that the provis- 
ions of the said last preceding sec- 
tion shall apply to the ships of 
such country; and thereupon so 
long as the Order remains in force 
those provisions shall apply and 
have effect as if the ships of such 
country were British ships arriv- 
ing, about to arrive, or which had 
arrived at the end of their voyage. 
—New York Maritime Register, 
Aug. dth, 1881, 


Our presentation of matter upon the advance question, for the pres- 
ent month, shall end with the following pertinent editorial from the 
San Francisco (Cal.) Evening Post, of the 11th May last. 


Sailor Boarding Houses and Advances. 


The shipping interests of San 
Francisco are not in a promising 
condition. A graphic and suggest- 
ive article appeared in the Post of 
April 30th upon this subject, and 
Mr. Frank W. Roney, President of 
the Seamen’s Protective Associa- 
tion, supplemented it in the Post 
of May 9th by a letter which de- 
serves more than passing attention. 
It is well known that the grain 
fleet cannot procure seamen, al- 
though it is also notorious that 
there are many men trained to the 
sea who might be available, if the 
conditions of service were tolera- 
ble. But these men do not come 
forward, and they prefer almost 
any mode of lfe ashore to ship- 
ping on board a deep water vessel 
for a voyage. The consequence is 
that men are shipped who are 
either indifferent seamen, or who 
really know nothing at all about 
practical seamanship. Life and 
property are thus exposed to un- 


due risk at sea, and it is the 
duty of shipowners, merchants, 
and underwriters, to take meas- 
ures to remedy this evil. And, 
first of all, the vicious and debas- 
ing system of advances to sailors 
must be abolished. This would 
free sailors from the boarding- 
house harpies, and make them in- 
dependent men. Under the present 
system, deep sea sailors are slaves 
to the lodging-house keeper, and 
this it is which has brought the 
shipping interests of the port to 
so very low a pitch. If it be true 
that the sailor boarding-house ring 
is connected with a political ring, 
as Mr. Roney alleges (and we have 
heard the same statement before), 
all the more reason for breaking it 
up. Mr. Roney has promised that 
this will be accomplished, -and if 
he undertakes it resolutely, he will 
have all the assistance the Post 
can give him; but it is specially 
the business of underwriters and 
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shipowners to take this matter in 
hand. They should strain every 
nerve to suppress such a combina- 
tion, and to protect sailors from 
its debasing influence. Another 
point referred to in the correspond- 
ence mentioned above is the brutal 
treatment which sailors receive in 
deep water ships. This charge is 
only too true, and it is very greatly 
to be regretted that the United 
States Courts offer so very little 
protection to seamen who prefer 
charges against brutal officers, how 
clear soever the proof. The reports 
of these cases in the local press 
bear witness to the frequent mis- 
carriage of justice. If this coun- 
try is to build up a mercantile ma- 
rine, it must set about doing so in 
a different fashion from that which 
is now pursued. Men should be 
treated as intelligent and respon- 
sible beings, not as slaves to be 
beaten and driven at the pleasure 
of brutal officers. It will be ab- 
solutely hopeless to think of ob- 
taining apprentices to the sea so 
long as men and boys are subject- 
ed to such rough treatment. — If 
the law were vindicated in a few 
cases, by inflicting just punish- 
ment upon ships’ officers, who are 
clearly guilty of brutal conduct at 
sea, there would be a chance of 
improvement in this direction, but 
unfortunately the sympathy ap- 
pears all to be with the master. 
However, this is a question quite 
apart from that of the sailor board- 
ing-house ring and seamen’s ad- 
vances. They can be dealt with 
effectually by those more directly 
interested, and for the sake of the 
reputation of our port, which is 
fast falling in the estimation of 
shipowners, we call upon them to 
unite in protecting seamen and de- 
stroying a demoralizing and hurt- 
ful monopoly, the evil issue of 
which must be plain to any reflect- 
ing mind, 


How to Prevent Drowning. 


A great deal has been written 
about how to prevent drowning, of 
late, and in most cases it has been 
assumed that any person can keep 
the head above water, even in a 
heavy sea, by imitating a dog, or 
any other animal, which as soon 
as it gets overboard, begins to 
walk precisely as on land. Now, 
as a matter of fact, any person 
can keep afloat by treading water, 
but it does not follow that the first 
attempt will prove successful. Ad- 
mitting that it is nothing more 
than ordinary walking in the water 
—hbetter described as walking up 
stairs—few persons will succeed 
on the first trial. Not only must 
one know how to do it, but he 
must acquire a certain confidence 
in his ability, which only comes 
after a few trials. Another very 
erroneous notion prevails among 
people who have not tried the ex- 
periment, which is that since the 
human body is hghter than water, 
a person has only to le on the 
back, perfectly still, and he will 
float. In the first place, no one 
can lie on the back in the proper 
position for floating without con- 
siderable practice. The instruc- 
tions are simple enough:—throw 
the head well back, so as to keep 
the nose and mouth as high out 
of the water as possible, keep the 
chest near the surface, and do not 
bend the body. But no one can 
do this at first. In the second 
place, probably not one man in 
fifty, even among good swimmers, 
ean float without moving either 
hands or feet. This is not a mat- 
ter of skill, but of specific gravity. 
If the body happens to be ight 
enough, as compared with the 
water displaced, then it is possible 
to float in this way; otherwise it 
will sink, and this is the ordinary 
experience of all who make the 
trial, 
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THE HERO OF 


John Ellerthorpe’s deeds of dar- 
ing, prompted by a noble philan- 
thropy, secured for him the well- 
deserved title of ‘‘The Hero of 
the Humber.” Duringa period of 
forty years he saved from drown- 
ing not fewer than thirty-nine in- 
dividuals. 

From his childhood, he had been 
employed in one ‘way. or another 
upon the water; and, happily 
for himself and many others, he 
learned in boyhood what he calls 
‘the invaluable art of swimming.” 

John Ellerthorpe aimed high: 
he ‘‘ followed after holiness;” and 
while it need scarcely be said that 
he fell short of his aim, by the 
grace of God he sustained a char- 
acter of intense Christian ‘earnest- 
ness, unbending integrity, active 
benevolence, and readiness for 
every good word or work. 

In his early life, Ellerthorpe en- 
gaged in many deeds of ‘‘ reckless 
daring and perilous adventure,” 
which in after-life he looked upon 
as so many foolish and wicked 
temptings of Providence. Reck- 
less daring is one thing, heroism 
another. 

**On one occasion,” he says, “I 
was helping to load the Magna 
Charta, and being half drunk, I 
fell into Hull harbor, with over a 
hundred pounds of coal upon my 
back; but through foolish bravado 
T refused to let the bag drop into 
the water. After being in the wa- 
ter several minutes I swam to the 
landing with the coals on my back, 
amid the deafening shouts of 
scores of spectators. I look back 
on this act of temerity with feel- 
ings of shame and unmixed re- 
eret.” 

He was famous for diving. At 
the age of sixteen, having let a 
brush fall overboard in “Clark’s 
Bit,” Castleford, which was sup- 
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THE HUMBER. 


posed to be of fabulous depth, 
and was really twenty-six feet 
deep, he dived to the bottom and 
brought it up. The captain re- 
fused to believe he had done it, 
when John said, ‘‘ Throw it in 
again, sir, and I'll fetch it up.” 
The master refused to test the 
lad’s honesty at the risk of losing 
the brush: but several witnesses 
confirmed his story, and from this 
time he became famous as a great 
diver. 

A writer in The Shipwrecked 
Mariners’ Magazine says, ‘* Eller- 
thorpe’s exploits in saving life 
date from the year 1820, and from 
that time he has never hesitated 
to risk his own life to save that 
of a fellow-creature. 'The danger 
incurred in jumping overboard to 
rescue a drowning person is very 
great. Many expert swimmers 
shrink from it. Ellerthorpe has 
encountered this risk under almost 
every variety of circumstance. 
He has followed the drowning, 
unseen in the darkness of the 
night, in the depth of winter, un- 
der rafts of timber, under vessels 
at anchor or in docks, from great 
heights, and often to the bottom 
in ‘great depths of water, and, 
what is very remarkable, never in 
vain. 

Even to an experienced swim- 
mer and diver, the task of saving 
a drowning person is not easy. 
The grip and grapple of some of 
those whom he rescued well-nigh 
proved a fatal embrace; and it 
was only by the utmost coolness, 
skill, bravery, and self-control that 
he escaped. But we will listen 
while he tells his own simple, 
noble tale:— 

“During the last forty-eight 
years, I have done all that lay i im 
my power to rescue my fellow- 
creatures, when in drowning cir- 
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cumstances. By night and by 
day, in darkness or in light, in 
winter or in summer, I was al- 
ways ready to obey the summons 
when the cry, ‘a man overboard,’ 
fell upon my ears. And I have 
always had to rescue the drown- 
ing in widely different ways. 
Sometimes I have seized them 
tightly by the right arm; and 
then, holding them at arm’s 
length, I have soon reached the 
land. In some instances they 
have seized me by my shoulder or 


arm; then I have left hold of 
them, and, throwing both my 


hands into the water, have man- 
aged to reach the shore. In other 
instances I have found them so 
exhausted that they were incapable 
of taking hold of me; and in these 
cases I have had to carry them as a 
mother would carry her child. 
And in two or three instances I 
have thought they were dead, and, 
with feelings easier to be imagined 
than expressed, I have born them 
up in my arms; when suddenly, 
and with great strength, they 
have sprung upon my head; and 
oftener than once, under these cir- 
cumstances, I have been on the 
point of being drowned. 

“Some of those whom I have 
saved were much heavier and 
stronger than myself; and when 
they got hold of me I found it 
difficult, and sometimes impossi- 
ble, to shake them off. When I 
rescued Robert Brown, the night 
was pitchy dark, and for some 
time I could not see him; and 
when I got to him he clutched me 
in such a manner as to prove my 
swimming. When I seized the 
young man Woodman, I thought 
he was dead, and took him up in 
my arms; when, after a few mo- 
ments, he made a great spring at 
me, and clutched me in such a 
way as to prevent me swimming 
for some seconds. 
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‘* When pinioned closely, I have 
generally adopted this plan which 
I have proved to be the best under 
the circumstances:—I have thrown 
myself upon my back and pushed 
the drowning person on_ before 
me; and in this way I have man- 
aged to keep them up for a long 
time, and with comparative ease 
to myself. I have often said to per- 
sons in a drowning state,—‘ Now, 
hold fast by me, and don’t exert 
yourself and I will make you all 
right.’ But it was not often that 
I could persuade them to act as I 
told them, but whenever they 
could they got upon me; for, ‘a 
drowning person will clutch ata 
straw.’ I believe I have fetched 
out of the water not fewer than fif- 
ty drowning persons; and, with 
scarce an exception they have tried 
to seize me, and thus rendered 
their deliverance a matter of great 
difficulty. In fact, it would be 
comparatively easy to fetch a 
drowning man out of the water if 
he would just take hold of one’s 
arm, and thus keep himself from 
sinking, and let one tow him 
ashore.” 

Though often urged to take a 
reward, Mr. Ellerthorpe ‘‘ never 
did take anything from any one 
whom he had rescued.” The clos- 
ing sentence of his remarkable 
narrative indicates the genuine 
spirit of a Christian hero:—“ If,” 
he says, ‘‘I have recorded a boast- 
ful sentence, respecting what my 
fellow-townsmen have been pleas- 
ed to call my ‘deeds of daring,’ I 
hope to be forgiven by God, whose 
Iam and whom I serve.” 

To the latest years of his life 
Ellerthorpe evinced the same 
readiness to imperil his own life 
to save the lives of others. When 
upwards of sixty-one years of age, 
although he then suffered acutely 
at times, in consequence of his 
former exposures in the water and 


cold, he, on several occasions, 
plunged into the Humber to rescue 
the drowning. 

The Royal Humane Society, in 
1836, conferred on him the Hon- 
orary Medallion of the Society; 
the Board of Trade conferred on 
him a silver medal; Lord Palmer- 
ston forwarded to him from the 
Royal Bounty a donation of $100; 
and on Noy. 6th, 1861, at a large 
gathering of upwards of four hun- 
dred persons in the Music Hall, 
he received from his townsmen 
a purse containing one hundred 
guineas, with a gold watch and 
chain. This was afterwards sup- 
plemented by a further gift from 
the leading shipping firms of Hull. 
—British-American Workman. 

——__—~ + _______ 


Clyde Shipbuilding—Unpre- 
cedented Activity. 

The most casual passenger on a 
river steamer on the Clyde can not 
fail to mark the unusual stir in 
the yards along its banks, while 
statistics show that the launches 
of the first five months of 1873— 
the highest year hitherto—have 
already been exceeded by the first 
five months of 1881 to the extent of 
13,009 tons, and there are indica- 
tions that before the close of the 
year the proportion in favor of this 
year will be even greater. The 
causes which have brought about 
such an outburst of activity in the 
shipbuilding trade are certainly 
worth investigating. Undoubted- 
ly chief of all the causes of the 
present large shipbuilding is the 
American trade. Almost every 
great company at present engaged 
in the carrying trade to America 
is getting built on the Clyde or 
elsewhere vessels of a class which 
they never possessed before. The 
gigantic yet most graceful Servia, 
now approaching completion in the 
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dock 
son’s 
scale 


adjoining Messrs. Thomp- 
yard at Dalmuir, shows the 
at which the Cunard Com- 
pany have measured the require- 
ments of the future; but she, 
though the largest, is yet only one 
of several vessels, all larger than 
any they possessed before, that are 
now building for the Atlantic 
trade. The Inman Line have re- 
plied to the challenge of the Cu- 
nard Line by the City of Rome, 
which, though not built on the 
Clyde, may be mentioned here, as 
she certainly would not have been 
designed on so large a scale but 
for the work done on the Clyde. 
The Allan Line have already con- 
tributed their quota this year to 
the list of immense ocean steam- 
ers built on the Clyde, by the Pari- 
sian, which has already proved 
herself the fastest, as she is the 
finest, of steamers crossing the 
Atlantic to Canada; and her suc- 
cess has induced the rival Domin- 
ion Line to contract for a steamer 
on the Clyde of 5,700 tons, which 


may be expected to hold her own 


with the Parisian. The North 
German Line, which but a few 
years ago remodeled their line 
with steamers which were then 
thought to be the ne plus ultra of 
speed and accommodation, are 
now back again on the Clyde with 
the same purpose, for they too find 
that their fleet must consist of 
steamers over 5,000 tons. The 
Servia and City of Rome will find 
a worthy rival in the Alaska, of 
the Guion Line, of 6,400 tons, 
whose beautiful proportions, as 
she sits in the stocks of the yard 
of Elder & Co., attract attention 
from all passers-by. 

And while such preparations are 
being made for the human, not 
less gigantic is the scale on which 
vessels are being prepared for bo- 
vine passengers. Steamers of a 
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tonnage that would not have been 
dreamed of for any service twenty 
years ago are being built for the 
cattle-carrying trade, and there 
are many indications that in fu- 
ture the orders for this class of 
vessel will be on a scale even larger 
still. And the American trade, 
though the princ ipal, is not the 
only enter prise which is calling for 
steamers of the lar gest class. Two 
steamers of over 5,000 tons—the 
Rome and the Carthage are al- 
most ready at Greenock for the 
Peninsular and Oriental Company; 
while their great rivals to Austra- 
ha, the Orient Line, are following 
up their success with the Or ient 
by building for Australia a steam- 
er even larger and faster than it; 
and for the Union Line to the 
Cape the largest vessels they have 
yet possessed are under construc- 
tion at present on the Clyde. In 
whatever way we may explain the 
present largely increased activity 
of shipbuilding on the Clyde, it 
certainly indicates that shipowners 
are alive to the requirements of 
the time, and that whenever the 
expansion of trade may call for 
additional facilities of transport 
they will be ready on the most ex- 
tensive scale. When we compare 
our condition with that of Ameri- 
ca on the one hand where the 
shipbuilding enterprise, that once 
seemed likely to rival our own 
country, is utterly dead, and with 
France on the other, where at- 
tempts are being made by a sys- 
tem of bounties to foster a sickly 
life, we may well be proud of our 
hardy, home-bred shipbuilding en- 
terprise.—Dundee, (Scotland) "Ad- 
verliser. 


<0. 
Tidings from the Arctic. 


A dispatch from San Francisco 
brings important intelligence from 
the Arctic seas. The dispatch i is 


wo 
~ 
Go 


from Captain Hooper, commanding 
the Jeannette search steamer Cor- 
win, and shows that this energetic 
officer reached Behring Strait with 
great expedition, and entered the 
Arctic Ocean on the 30th of June. 
Although his ship two days after- 
ward was crippled by the loss of a 
rudder, he immediately landed a 
well equipped search party on the 
coast of Arctic Asia, with instruc- 
tions to explore that coast as far 
north as Jachin, by which, we pre- 
sume, is meant Cape Yakon, for 
tidings of the Jeannette. The start- 
ling report which the San Fran- 
cisco dispatch says had reached the 
Corwin, that two whalers, sup- 
posed to be the Vigilant and 
Mount Wollaston, had been drift- 
ed ashore near Cape North with 
their crews lifeless, and giving evi- 
dence of having passed through 
the crushing conflict with polar ice, 
is another sad contribution to the 
story of Arctic disasters. The de- 
scription of the wrecks reported by 
the natives does not perfectly iden- 
tify them with the Vigilant and 
Mount Wollaston, but there can be 
little room to think that these two 

ships, long buffeted among the 
massive 1ce floes, have esc aped such 
a fate as is now described, while 
the corroborative report brought 
to San Francisco by the whaler 
Thomas Pope seems to extinguish 
all hope. ‘The whalers sailed from 
San Francisco in the spring of 
1879. Their crews numbered 
about twenty each. The Mount 
Wollaston was not provisioned for 
more than one season. The Vig- 
ilant expected to stay during the 
winter in Northern Alaska. The 
bad luck of the Mount Wollaston 
the two preceding seasons doubt- 
less stimulated Captain Nye to pro- 
long his stay, where the prospects 
of success tempted him, he having 
had hair breadth escapes in the 
Arctic regions before. When last 
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seen the vessels were in open water 
after whales,—latitude 71 50; lon- 
gitude, 173 45 west—seventy-eight 
miles south of Kast Herald Island. 
Captain Baudy, of the Helen Mar, 
the last who saw her, only a few 
miles distant, had a narrow escape 
from being frozen in also. There 
was then a solid body of heavy ice 
north or westward. ‘The wind was 


northerly. Both steered north- 
westerly toward clear water. ‘This 


is the last time they were seen. 
The Helen Mar, finding the cold 
north wind freshening and rapidly 
forming new ice, spread all sail to a 
strong wind favorable for getting 
out of the Arctic regions. Plough- 
ing her way forcibly through the 
new ice which was constantly form- 
ing around the vessel, she made 
her way to Point Hope, Alaska. 
The fact that as long ago as last 
November the Vigilant and Mount 
Wollaston were discovered by the 
natives has no doubt stimulated 
them to search for the Jeannette. 
If she, therefore, has at any time 
since September, 1879, touched on 
the coast, the Corwin’s party will 
be likely to hear of it, and we shall 
soon know the result of their in- 
quiries. 
————— 2 ___. 


Woman’s National Relief As- 
sociation. 


Among the busiest of our Socie- 
ties intended for the relief of suffer- 
ing in its various forms, at the pres- 
ent moment, is the Woman’s Na- 
tional Relief Association, or rather 
the New York State Auxiliary, in 
which the services of Miss SAn- 
ForD, Mrs. IpaA Morris, and of 
many other influential and self- 
sacrificing ladies of this city are 
enlisted. The purpose of the as- 
sociation, of which, by the way, 
Mrs. GARFIELD, wife of the Presi- 
lent, is the head, is to furnish as- 
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sistance to shipwrecked persons of 
all nationalities and castes. Of 
course, in such a mission very 
little comes amiss, clothing and 
articles of comfort and conveni- 
ence being scarcely less acceptable 
than money, though less capable 
of special application, and, there- 
fore, on the whole less available as 
aids to its work. The association 
has recently caused to be manufac- 
tured a large number of contribu- 
tion-boxes of very unique design— 
a prettily painted life car, which 
immediately suggests the function 
that it isintended to fulfil, and of 
which only the officers carry keys. 
These were designed and manu- 
factured with a view to place one 
in a conspicuous position in the 
cabin of every ocean and coasting 
steamer of whose owner permis- 
sion could be obtained. This part 
of the work was entrusted to Mrs. 
Morris, whose enthusiasm and zeal 
in the cause of the suffering were 
never more successfully displayed. 
Among the steamers whose cabins 
are adorned with the symbol of 
the association are the Mary 
Powell and the Hudson River; the 
City of Dallas and the Colorado, 
of the Mallory Line; the Laura, 
of the Bridgeport Steamboat Com- 
pany; the Hleanora and Franconia, 
of the Marine Steamship Com- 
pany; the Louisiana and Hudson, 
of the Cromwell Line; the Old 
Dominion, Wyanoke and Manhat- 
tan, of the Old Dominion Line; 
the Bristol and Providence, of the 
Fall River Line; the Nankin, of 
the New York, Havana and Mexi- 
can Line; the three steamers of 
the Stonington Steamship Com- 
pany, and the City of Colombia 
and City of Atlanta. Quite re- 
cently, through the kind offices of 
Col. Lurer Loma and his wife, 
who were passengers on board the 
Gallia, and succeeded in interest- 
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ing their fellow-passengers in the 
enterprise, one of these pretty 
miniature life cars was the recipi- 
ent of £40 during a single trip 
across the Atlantic. The amount 
was divided equally on Col. Lomia’s 
arrival in London between the 
English Life-Saving Service and 
the New York Auxiliary of the 
Woman’s National Relief Associa- 
tion. The ladies of the association 
are making rapid progress in the 
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organization of resources for the 
relief of shipwrecked sufferers, 
passengers as well as mariners, 
and the amounts taken from their 
life cars, though not approximat- 
ing that collected on the Gallia, 
are often surprisingly large,—in- 
deed, in some measure commen- 
surate with the benevolent pur- 
pose to which they are devoted.— 
NOVO Times: 


WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 


CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, &c. 


At Stations on the Foreign Field. 


Sweden. 
HELSINGBORG. 


Rey. N. P. Wanusrepr visited sailors 
on shipboard, in H. and at Malmo, in 
April, May and June, and in the ports of 
Riia, Astorp, Christianstad and Onestad, 
besides preaching in these communities 
three times each week. Great attention 
was given to the word proclaimed. At 
Malmo, on a vessel where he found a 
Swedish and a Norwegian Captain who 
were Christians, several of the crew had 
also been converted.—Much progress in 
temperance reform is reported.—The 
Lutheran churches, Mr. W. says, are 
awakening to religious labor on behalf of 
sailors, having had a special meeting at 
H. which was addressed by Consul Gen- 
eral Bere from Stockholm, and at which, 
a collection was taken to build a chapel 
for Scandinavian seamen at Liverpool, 
Eng. <A new reading-room for sailors 
has also been provided at H. by Consul 
Ausson. It is well fitted up by other 
friends, furnished with Bibles, religious 
books and papers, maps, writing appara- 
tus, ete. 


GEFLE. 
In the same quarter (April, May, June,) 
Mr. EK. Errxsson, missionary, visited the 


harbors between G. and Stockholm. His 
preaching at Skutskar was apparently 
blest to three captains who had been in 
peril at sea by storm and ice-drift. At 
Weto, nearer Stockholm, he met a man 
who became a Christian under his preach- 
ing seventeen years since. On his field, 
as well as at Helsingborg, good has lately 
been done in the cause of temperance, 
several sailors having seen and left their 
evil ways, 


GOTHLAND. 


Recently, as reported by old Joun Lry- 
DELIUs, several captains and some sailors 
have been brought to God, upon this is- 
land. Several Methodist pastors on the 
island, he writes, send by him their greet- 
ings of regard, to the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S 
Frienp Society. ‘‘ They feel much in- 
terest for the kingdom of God in America, 
and pray for its progress above all.” 


a a 
Denmark. 


COPENHAGEN. 


We print the greater part of Rev. Mr. 
Wo t.eson’s report for the quarter ending 
June 80th, as follows :— 
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Progress. 

‘* Our gracious Father has in his infinite 
goodness granted us many spiritual bless- 
ings since my last communication. The 
work in our mission has been carried on 
with increasing interest. Thousands of 
seamen have in the past quarter visited it, 
and the word of God has been preached, 
who ean tell the blessings that have been 
imparted! How often the word falls as 
manna on some nigh fainting heart! 

“*Qur rooms are altogether too small 
for us and are thronged on eyery side. 
The atmosphere is very close. Still we 
have forgotten these inconveniences for 
things pure and holy which were present- 
ed and brought to us by the influence of 
the Holy Ghost. Prodigals and back- 
sliders have here returned to Jesus and 
found his love and favor. I have in the 
past quarter visited more than one thous- 
and ships, supplying sailors with portions 
of Holy Scriptures, and made my weekly 
visits to hospitals and bhoarding-houses, 
imparting to all I haye met a word of ex- 
hortation and encouragement. 


At Elsinore and Korsor. 


‘*In Elsinore three rooms are opened 
as mission and reading-rooms for sailors, 
anda pious man, Mr. CouLrHeErD, is in 
daily attendance giving tracts and other 
religious reading to the multitude who 
there, on their way to the Baltic, take in 
provision. He invites the seamen in har- 
bor to the services held in the mission 
where Rev. Mr. Norrecarp is the ordain- 
ed minister. The seamen’s mission in 
Korsor is going on prosperously, Rey. 
Mr. Lunppast with an assistant doing 
their utmost for the temporal and spirit- 
ual welfare of sailors. Also from Mr. 
SORENSEN in Malmo communication is re- 
ceived which indicates facts of deepest in- 
terest. 


A Visit to Lolland. 


“*T have of late made a trip to Lolland, 
an island with a large seafaring popula- 
tion. I preached in Maribo, in Roby and 
in Nakskow, stopping there nine days 
and receiving from the clergymen the ut- 
most kindness. The assemblies too, were 
very thankful for my visits and wished 
me to come again. Since my return to 
Copenhagen our Secretary has received 
from these three places a small contribu- 
tion for our Bethel ship. Besides this 
travel, I have in the past quarter visited 
the Elsinore and the Malmo missions, 
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and intend, the Lord willing, soon to re- 
visit the above and pay visits to other 
stations. 

Purchase of a Bethel Ship. 


“We have bought a barque for a Beth- 
el ship, on the deck of which will be built 
a chapel containing a church room, where 
services will be held and where three hun- 
dred persons can find room to worship. 
Benches will be placed on both sides and 
in the middle a way will lead up to a 
small pulpit. Then there will be a smaller 
room holding seventy-five to one hundred 
persons and a reading-room of the same 
size. We can thus preach in three differ- 
ent languages at the same time. This 
Bethel will be ready, we expect, by 20th 
October, 1881. Its cost will amount to 
20,000 crowns. I know that the Society 
here will do all in their power to procure 
some of the capital wanted, but we shall 
be compelled to ask our friends in Amer- 
ica and in England to help us. 

“‘T need not recall how greatly the 
Lord has blessed the efforts put forth since 
the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY 
has sent me to Copenhagen. Three times 
we have moved because the rooms were too 
small, and moreover, as I report in this 
letter, good influences have spread abroad 
so that we now have several stations in 
this country in connection with ours. So 
I take the liberty through the Sators’ 
Macazrne to appeal to the benevolence of 
Christian friends, for which we shall be 
very thankful. Contributions may be 
sent to the AmpRicaN SEAMEN’s FRIEND 
Society, 80 Wall Street, New York. That . 
devoted worker, Rey. Mr. Prior, togeth- 
er with his excellent wife has left for 
England in order to collect funds for our 
Bethel ship.” 


Oo e—_. 


Belgium. 
ANTWERP. 


‘We have had,” writes Rev. Mr. 
Ports, chaplain, over date of J uly 30th, 
“‘a number of American ships in port.— 
I have enough to do, and I meet with 
cordiality everywhere. The renovation 
of the Bethel progresses satisfactorily. 
Last night there was a meeting of its 
friends and of the Committee, eight of 
whom were present,—to say good bye to 
Rev. Mr. Treat, (the late chaplain) who 
sails for New York on Monday, (Mr. T 
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with his family, reached this city, Aug. 
14th.—KEp. 8. M.) and to welcome me to 
my position.—I have twice been called on 
during the past week, in the absence of 
the Rector, to officiate at Episcopal fu- 
neral services in the English church.” 
———_—__—» <___ 


Italy. 


GENOA. 


Our readers are aware that the Rey. 
DoyaLtp MitiErR, who superintends this 
mission, has for some time past been de- 
sirous to build a new floating Bethel, 
the old one being both too frail to stand 
further repairs, and too small for the in- 
ereased requirements of the work. To- 
wards the end of last year the harbor au- 
thorities condemned the old Bethel to be 
broken up, and by a happy coincidence it 
was resolved at the same time that the 
Sunday-school children of the Free 
Church of Scotland should give their an- 
nual New Year’s offering for the building 
of the new Bethel. The children’s pen- 
nies amounted to the handsome sum of 
725 pounds, or $3,625 of our money, 
which added to $1,000 Mr. Miller had 
already received, made up a full half of 
the $9,000 which the new vessel is to cost. 
Early in June Mr. M. went to England 
with a view to raise the other half among 
ship owners, and after getting subscrip- 
tions in London, Bristol and Cardiff to 
the amount of $1,700, he was unexpect- 
edly relieved from all further anxiety and 
trouble by a noble gift of $5,000. This 
will enable Mr. Miller to invest a small 
sum, the interest of which will cover the 
annual expense of docking, painting, &c. 

We see from the last report of this mis- 
sion that the crew of one of our U. 58. 
Frigates, the Wyoming, contributed 
about fifty dollars towards the building 
of the new Bethel. The following extract 
from the missionary’s journal refers to 
this :— 

“Tt was well that the Captain of the 
Wyoming kindly arranged to turn his 


ship into a Bethel, for where would our 
frail hulk have been with the large con- 


gregation of 160 that mustered this morn- 
ing? We had many captains with their 
wives, and in some cases, children, so that 
the singing was really beautiful, while 
the attention to my address was all that 
could be desired. After the service the 
captain took me into his cabin, and hand- 
ed me 224 franes, while he said:—‘ We 
have made this small collection in behalf 
of the Bethel. I wish it were four times 
as much. I trust to come here again; 
rest assured that your work has been 
greatly appreciated by myself, my offi- 
cers, and my men, as the attendance to- 
day abundantly testifies.’ ” 


There are several other notices about 
meetings on board both war ships and 
merchant vessels from the United States, 
showing that the spiritual interests of our 
sailors are well attended to in Genoa. 

The importance of this mission, and 
the successful way in which it is being 
conducted may be gathered from the facts 
that during the past year 14,000 British 
and American sailors visited Genoa, and 
that the aggregate number of those who 
attended the mission services was nearly 
6,000. Surely in supporting and aiding 
work like this the AmpRIcaAN SEAMEN’S 
FRienD Socipry may well appeal to its 
friends to redouble their efforts, and to 
those who have not hitherto aided to 
begin now to give of their substance to the 
Gospel cause among sailors. 

eg 


Japan. 
YOKOHAMA, 


Writing July 8th, Rev. W. T. AustgEn, 
missionary, transmits still another letter 
from Mr. Garners, the seaman lately con- 
verted on the bark George Bewley, whose 
former epistles to Mr. A. were published 
in the Maeazine for July (p. 217) and 
for August (p. 246). It is full, as the 
others have been, of the spirit of Christ, 
and exhibits with great freshness, the 
readiness of seamen saved by Jesus to con- 
secrate themselves to his service. Even 
as by promise in the case of Gaines, so by 
long experience in the history of our So- 
ciety, these men when they come to the 
Lamb of God are found to give them- 
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selves to Him wholly ;—and many of them 
prove most successful laborers for His 
Gospel. This case is one of many in the 
Society’s annals. 

Rey. Mr. Austen writes :—‘‘ This letter 
is the third received from Mr. Gaines, a 
seaman on the barque George Bewley, 
converted during the stay of that vessel 
at Yokohama. By the testimony of the 
captain and the man himself, he was pre- 
viously the worst character on the ship.” 


“PORTLAND, OREGON, May 8th, ’81. 


“Dear Brother Austen :—I received 
your kind and ever welcome letter, and 
was very glad to hear from you,—in the 
kind and loving way you wrote to me. I 
gave it to Rev. Mr. Srupgs to read and 
he spoke very well about it. 


Has Joined Christ's Church. 


‘“T am very glad to let you know that 
I have joined the church. May God keep 
me nearer and nearer to him! Iam very 
thankful to him for all the good he has 
done for me in bringing me to the cross 
of his dear son who died that I might 
live. Oh, how I long to love him more, 
and to see his love shine more in this 
heart of mine! 

‘*But God has promised to do all for 
them that ask him and I know he is go- 
ing to do all for me. I see it more and 
more every day. 


Means To Work for Christ. 


“Tf He wills vt, as soon as I get home 
Iam going to give up this life and do 
some work for him. TI feel as if He was 
going to make me a worker for him. And 
when His spirit works through me in His 
cause, He will put understanding in me 
what to say. He has said so, and I am 
content. I cannot get it out of my mind 
that the Lord is going to give me some- 
thing to do in His cause. 


Will Subdued. 


“*T felt very bad when I came into this 
port. My temper was tried very hard and 
I thought I would leave the ship. I ask- 
ed brother Stubbs if he thought it would 
be right to do so. He said it would not 
be nght. So I have made wp my mind 
not to go away. And now I feel better 
satisfied for so doing. How I ought to 
thank God for giving me such good 
friends, so that I can go and get good ad- 
vice what to do in such matters! 


Temper Tried: 
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The Evil about Him. 


“This is a very wicked place. Go 
where I’ will while on the vessel I can 
hear nothing but swearing. But God is 
very good to me in keeping me from such 
company. I feel my strength in Christ 
more and more. Give my best regards 
to all Christians and sailor’s friends. May 
God bless you in all your labor for souls! 


Jee Gage 
8 +e _— 
California. 
SAN FRANCISCO. 


At the twenty-first anniversary of the 
S. F. Port Society held in Plymouth 
Congregational Church, May 22nd, 1881, 
after the presentation of the Treasurer’s 
report, from which it appeared that the 
receipts of the year had been $3,387.50, 
and the expenditures $3,081.94, Rev. 8. 
H. Wiuvery of Benicia, made an address in 
which he said that ‘‘no argument for the 
existence of the Mariners’ Church could be 
necessary, since its work and usefulness 
were its best possible commendation. From 
a very small beginning, and in the face of 
great hindrances, it has grown to be the 
largest church in San Francisco. No 
other church here had done a better work 
for Christ than this.” 

The Chaplain, Rey. J. Rowe.u, in his 
report, spoke of the spiritual fruit of the 
past and other years. We can cite but a 
single paragraph :— 

Continuous Work of God’s Spirit in the 
Conversion of Seamen. 

“On our field conversions occur, not 
at long intervals, in special revival meet- 
ings, but constantly, through all the year, 
and. year after year. The Holy Spirit 
makes this direct, continuous labor to 
bring forth continual fruit of salvation. 
Nor do these cases of conversion come sing- 
ly. Did you ever hear of eleven out of 
twenty workmen in a shop being brought 
at once to Christ? But three ships have 
gone out of this port, in quick succes- 
sion, with eleven converts each on board, 
Who ever heard of the conversion of all 
the clerks in a large store? But more 
than one vessel has left this port with 
every man and boy on board trusting in 
Christ for salvation. Eleven men in one 
ship were brought to the Savior in three 
meetings, and this in no special revival 
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work, but in the regular order of services. 
It is a common thing for men to stray 
into our meetings in an utterly careless 
state of mind, and to find peace with 
God in the first or second meeting. A 
rough English sailor was asked, * Will 
you come to the Mariner’s Church to- 
morrow?’ ‘D n the church, I’m go- 
ing to a picnic to-morrow.’ He went to 
the picnic, but the gentle words spoken 
to him clung to him. Seeing a strange 
plant he asked, ‘ What is this?’ The an- 
swer was, ‘ Wild oats.’ ‘ Wild oats! wild 
oats! that’s what I’ve been sowing all my 
life.” He gathered a handful and brought 
them into our prayer-meeting in the eyen- 
ing. He rose in his place and said:— 
‘This is wild oats; I got it when I was 
breaking the Sabbath to-day. I have been 
sowing wild oats all my life, and I think 
it is time to stop. I would like to be- 
come a Christian, and I want you to pray 
for me.’ Before he left the house that 
evening he was rejoicing in a hope of sal- 
vation through Jesus Christ. ‘This was 
two years ago: and to show whether men 
so suddenly converted hold out well, I 
will read you a letter written by him, 
dated April 7th, 1881, at Maryport, Eng- 
land :— 

“**My dear brothers and sisters, I 
thank God for sparing me to send you 
word once more how I am getting on. I 
remember you all in my prayers, night 
and morning, trusting still in Him who 
laid down His life for me. I am most 
happy to tell you that I am still clinging 
to the Cross. Tell it to all the brethren, 
that they may give thanks to God and say 
that there has been one sinner saved. I 
shall never forget the place of my new 
birth. Oh, how happy I feel! Work is 
no trouble to me, for I can offer it to God 
at night, and rise in the morning to praise 
His name. Dear brothers and _ sisters, 
these few lines will be too late for my new 
birthday. Praise God, you will all remem- 
ber the 20th of April, 1879! I know you 
will accept this from one who has gather- 
ed up his wildoats. Praise God! Amen.’” 


We must provide space for what the 
chaplain says on another point :— 


Converted Seamen Workers for Christ. 


“* Another thing about converted sea- 
men is, that very many of them make 
such excellent laborers in Christ’s cause. 
It is one thing for a landsman, converted 
in a revival on shore, to go to work in the 
great company of workers, and quite 
another thing for a single man in a crew 
of twenty blasphemers to stand firm and 
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witness for Jesus, so as to win his ship- 
mates to him. Yet this very thing a good 
many of our people have done. One man 
wrote back to us, ‘I am naturally dif- 
fident, and it seemed to me that I never 
could muster courage to speak to my 
shipmates; but I thought of what Jesus 
said about being afraid to confess him, 
and I made up my mind that I would do 
it if it killed me. So, after praying hard, 
I tried, and the man I first spoke to took 
it kindly, andsoI felt encouraged to goon. 
And now one of my shipmates has come 
to Christ, and I think others are coming.’ 

**T cannot say how many, but I think 
that on as many as twenty or thirty ves- 
sels our converts have been sucessful soul- 
winners. On different vessels, one, two, 
and sometimes eight or ten, have so been 
saved. And one of our members, in two 
voyages,—or rather two parts of the same 
vyoyage,—in one ship, led fourteen of his 
shipmates to the Lamb of God. On all 
seas we have men at work for Christ, and 
so our little church takes hold on the 
‘ends of the earth.’” 


The report notes unusual financial help 
from the staunch friends of the Mariner’s 
Church, received during the last year, as 
follows :— 


‘When the reading-room had got in 
debt to the amount of $200, a friend gave 
that sum to clear the debt. | A Christian 
gentleman, who sometimes attended our 
morning service, remained one Sabbath 
after worship, and after asking particular- 
ly about the working of the institution, 
drew a check for $200, to be divided be- 
tween the church and the reading-room. 
And an old man-of-war’s man, Harvey 
Copley by name, who had for many years, 
strangely enough for one of his class, put 
away a part of his wages in Savings banks, 
and who, a few months ago, found rest 
in Jesus, gave to the Society the munifi- 
cent sum of $10,000. © The interest of 
this sum is to be used in the salaries of 
our missionary and janitor; but the prin- 
cipal, we hope, will be the nucleus of that 
$100,000, or more, which we so much 
need as an endowment for buildings and 
enlarged operations.” 


2 0- 

A Message from the Sea. 
In the London Christian for July 21st, 
we find the following, which we print as 
an illustration of the actualities upon 
some men-of-war in our day, and the pos- 
sibilities for all. It is a long way from 
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the state of things that prevailed on Brit- 
ish naval vessels, almost universally, a 
hundred years since, to that indicated in 
this letter. 

Dear Sir :—I am glad to say that the 
Bible-class so ably conducted by Lieuten- 
ant Brenton, R. N., is still carried on, 
and we have seen some most blessed re- 
sults. We have met with many Christian 
friends out here, chiefly at Valparaiso and 
Vancouver’s Island, who have gladly 
heard us and welcomed us whenever we 
had opportunity to meet with them. We 
have had many pleasant meetings on shore 
while in their company. We expect shortly 
to leave here for a cruise to Callao and 
across to the Sandwich Islands and back. 
Many on board long for the time to come 
when the ship leaves for England. We 
ask an interest in your prayers, for we are 
in the midst of many sore temptations; we 
have learned many a sad lesson through 
the evils of drink on this station. 

GEORGE GREEN, Corporal R. M. A. 
H. M.S. Triumph, Pacific. 
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Loan Library Work. 
AN OLD SHIPMASTER’S OPINION. 


Capt. Thomas L. Fleming, who brought 
the bark Black Swan into Boston harbor 
in a terrible gale of which an account was 
given in the Macazrnu for January, 1880, 
sends the following in relation to the li- 
brary work among seamen :— 

‘*T feel it my duty to ‘inform you of the 
benefit to myself and crew from the ex- 
cellent library (No. 5,464) placed on 
board the brig Mary Celeste on her last 
voyage to the coast of Africa. Every 
book has been read by myself and crew. 
I think it the best plan ever formed for 
the improvement of seamen in American 
vessels. I give my crew the afternoon 
watch below that they may have time to 
read the books, and I thank you most 
heartily for selecting such good ones as 
you have placed on board the vessels un- 
der my command. Enclosed find $5 to 
help on the good work.” 


FROM THE U. S. NAVY. 
UNITED STATES STEAMER SWATARA, 
SHANGHAE, 31st May, 1881. 
To the American Seamen’s Friend Society :— 
The cruise of the Swatara being about 


half accomplished, I desire to express the 
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sincere thanks of Captain Sampson and 
myself for your kindness in furnishing us 
on our departure from Boston in Janu- 
ary, 1880, with the two ‘ships’ libraries ” 
Nos. 5,411 and 5,412, for the use of the 
crew. 

The books have been a great source of 
pastime, and, without doubt, of profit 
also, on the long at sea periods which are 
the peculiarity of the China station. 

My only regret is that the libraries are 
not larger, but I recognize the fact that 
your Association was formed to benefit 
the crews of merchant vessels, rather than 
men-of-war, and also, that we are in the 
beggar’s position, and have no choice. 

The books, without doubt, do a great 
deal of good, particularly on board Na- 
tional vessels, when large bodies of men 
are frequently obliged to seek themselves 
for means to pass many hours of enforced 
idleness. 

Very truly yours, 
W. W. FouceEr, 
Lt. Commander and Executive 
U.S. S. Swatara. 
SHORT, BUT TO THE POINT. 
Seamen's Friend Society :— 

Please accept our thanks for library 
No. 6,122, which was given us at New 
York. It has been read by all on board 
with interest and profit. May God’s 
blessing attend your efforts for the con- 
version of seamen. 

Yours truly, 
L. B. Prerces, 
Bark Formosa. 


SAVING LIGHT AMID THE DARKNESS, 


From Boston, Mass., we hear over date 
of April 13th, 1881, as to Loan Library 
No. 5,030, sent out in 1874, by the Count- 
ess of Aberdeen, as follows :— 


““Tt was returned here in the three 
mast schooner Jsaae T. Campbell, Capt. 
Snow. It had been in care of the first 
mate, Mr. J. M. Orcwarp, who said:— 
‘Sometimes we have men coming on 
board of these coasters who would rather 
light their pipe with a religious tract 
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than to read it. Among such men a book 
out of the library is not wanted, yet I 
know that the library has been a blessing 
to one of our crew,—the steward, who 
lately left us, truly converted through tts 
reading. He first became interested in a 
book named ‘Tim’s Troubles,’ a temper- 
ance tale. Then he began to read the 
Bible, and I believe he read also every 
book in the library. I have myself read 
almost all the books in the library, and 
have felt much benefited by them. I 
desire to have it remain in her another 
trip as the books would be new to the 
next crew. We are now bound to Balti- 
more, and have nine men on board.’” 


VARIED USEFULNESS. 

*¢Your Library, No. 3,580,” says Capt. 
C. O. Hopeavon, of the Schooner Albus, 
‘*has been read a great deal, and has, I 
think, done very much good in the way 
of keeping the crew on board and also 
from idle talk which they would have had 
if it had not been for the books. For 
myself, I have read most of them and 
when my vessel has been laid up, which 
she is during the winter, I have lent most 
of my neighbors the books. I think, as 
a general thing, it has done great good.” 


rs 


Tempted, But Victorious. 

A. A. McA., a seaman, lately made a 
Christian, writes from Baltimore, May 
23rd, 1881, to our missionary in this city, 
as follows :— 

“ Dear Brother:—1 take the opportun- 
ity of writing you these few lines feeling 
sorry that I delayed so long in fulfilling 
my promise. Nevertheless, | am glad to 
state to you that I have not forgotten the 
wonderful work the Lord has done for me 
since I came to know good from bad. I 
cannot but think of it. Sometimes I 
worked hard in the Devil’s service against 
God, and still He provided for my neces- 
sary wants in the body, gave me strength 
and health, and took me through all dan- 
gers. 

“Glory be to God that He has not 
dealt with me according to my sins! Oh 
the wondrous love of God, the unsearch- 


able riches of his mercy to us sinners! I 
rejoice in Him for his grace to me,—that 
he has opened my eyes and brought me 
from darkness into light, for I was a vile 
sinner. 

‘“T have had some hard temptations 
since I saw you. I was very near letting 
go of the line that I had hold of, but the 
Spirit of the Lord persuaded me not to, 
for fear I should never get hold again. 
‘The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not 
want,’ says David. Why should not I 
say it? He is just as watchful to-day as 
He was in David’s day. 

“*Dear brother, I hope you will remem- 
ber me in your prayers. I trust to see 
you soon again, if it is the Lord’s will. 
O how I wish to be with you! I want to 
be remembered to all my brethren and 
sisters in Christ. ‘* What a friend we have 
in Jesus!” May the grace of God our 
Lord Jesus Christ and the communion of 
the Holy Ghost be with you now and for 
ever! Amen.” 

2» 9 
From Another Christian 
Sailor. 

There is pathos, and Apostolic flavor, as 
well, in the subjoined epistle sent from 
Antwerp, May 10th, 1881, to one of our 
New York sailor missionaries, by a sea- 
man who had been at our Sailors’ Home; 
—and it throws the light of actual per- 
sonal experience upon a state of things at 
A., which constantly calls for evangelistic 
and reformatory labor in that ancient 
city by the sea. 

“‘My Dear Brother :—-1 write because 
you wrung from mea promise to do so. 
In times past I delighted greatly to write, 
and I wrote many long letters. But now, 
during these later years, I have been 
troubled so on every side and in so many 
ways that I am almost weaned from all 
things and myself too. I am like the 
pelican in the wilderness: as a solitary 
bird upon the house-top. Ah! here is 
not our rest. And yet our souls are rest- 
ing sweetly and securely upon the ‘ Rock 
of Ages.’ 
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““Do I ask who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death? My answer is: 
—Even He who is afflicted with all our 
afflictions: who went before us, and who 
goeth (yet) before us,—the meek and low- 
ly, but, the mighty, holy Jesus! 

‘‘Unto Him be thanks and blessing 
and glory: world without end! 

‘‘This is an awful place for sailors to 
come to. There is no ‘Home’ here, noth- 
ing but miserable boarding-houses, sinks 
of intoxication and robbery, Let the 
people pray that a Home be erected here 
speedily for a refuge and to rescue ‘ the 
perishing.’ 

**T beseech you, dear brother, to pray, 
and ask the brethren and sisters’ prayers 
for all mine and me. Let them fetch me 
down a blessing great and manifold, for, 
‘God is waiting to be gracious! And I 
am poor and needy, desolate and afflict- 
ed.’ We have, however, some precious 
seasons here at gatherings for prayer and 
praise and building up—small and few,— 
but God gives grace and blessings and 
His name gets glory. We are poor and 
feeble, it is true, and little, but the de- 
lightful odor of the ‘sweetest name’ en- 
riches us wonderfully, and we find ac- 
ceptance readily through the beloved 
Jesus, who prevails! and ‘ gives the wit- 
ness!’ 

‘*T pray you to greet byname Mrs. W., 
Mr. A., brothers B. and S. and N., and 
all the brethren and sisters, pastors, mis- 
sionaries and laity,—from the least of the 
little ones, even this vilest and worst of 
sinners saved by the grace of Jesus, in 
the love of God, to commune in the Holy 
Spirit with all saints in the peace and to 
the glory of God most high, Amen! 

ANS Ao. Oe 
—_——»*+o___—_——__ 
Recent Outrages on Seamen. 
In connection with the subject of ad- 


vance wages to sailors, still paid in our 


seaports although abolished in those of 
Great Britain, by their new law which 
took effect August 1st,—we note two or 
three cases of recent open and shameful 
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outrage in American harbors. The first 
was at Philadelphia, Pa., where the Swed- 
ish bark Harknos, from Plymouth, Eng. 
arrived a few days ago, and was boarded 
some fifteen miles below the city by sail- 
or landlord runners. The captain, with 
arms to intimidate them, kept them from 
the deck, but as soon as she anchored and 
the captain went on shore, they returned, 
armed, and took four seamen out of the 
vessel against their will, threatening the 
mate with a revolver. The U. S. Com- 
missioner issued a warrant for the arrest 
of one whose name was learned, but he 
could not be found. 

Chaplain Roweii of San Francisco, 
Cal., writes us in a recent letter, —and his 
statements bear out those in an article 
from the Post of that city, printed on 
page 268 :— 

“What with a worthless here, 
matters are little better, in San Francisco, 
than in open Shanghae times. One man 
indeed, was knocked down on the street 
in open day, and dragged aboard a ship, 
but this was foo glaring, and the scamps 
were punished,—a little.” 


Captain REynonps of the Norwegian 
bark Hovding, from whom we printed an 
interesting article on page 210 of the 
July Magazine, informed us, in recent 
conversation, that in July 1880, four sea- 
men were openly and violently taken out 
of his vessel in our own harbor of New 
York, by landlord’s runners, he being 
practically powerless to prevent it. 


—___=<3-2~<—=____ 


Obituary. 
MATTHEW VASSAR. 

This gentleman, nephew of the founder 
of Vassar College, and from its organiza- 
tion a member of its Board of Trustees, 
and if memory serves rightly, also from 
its beginning, the College Treasurer, de- 
ceased at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Aug. 10th, 
and was buried there Aug. 15th. During 
a busy life he was very successful in the 
acquisition of property, which in his later 
years he was more and more inclined to 
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devote to benevolent and philanthropic 
uses. With many and large bequests to 
local objects, we are pleased to learn that 
the good work of our own Society was 
handsomely remembered and _ provided 
for by Mr. Vassar. Listening to a single 
presentation of the Sailors’ cause, a few 
years since in his own city, he manifested 
much interest in the facts presented, using 
with very hearty and decided emphasis, 
the words—‘‘ That is a good work !”—as 
he spoke of them. That he has now cared 
for it in his will, is to us only one more 
testimony to the truth that among all 
persons of broad views and generous in- 
clinations, the effort to evangelize the 
sailor, when its history and bearings are 
really grasped, will carry the judgment 
and actively enlist the sympathy. 


a? 1 Se 


Fifty-Third Annual Report. 


Copies of the last Report of the Society 
presented at its annual meeting May 9th, 
1881, (pp. 53) may be obtained by per- 
sonal or other application at the Society’s 
Rooms. It presents in compact outline, 
the record of work done through the year 
for seamen, with various other appropri- 
ate and connected matter. 


—_ — 20 —_ 


For All Parties’ Good. 


We gladly comply with a request to 
publish the following, headed, ‘‘'To Em- 


PLOYERS.” 

Tun Women’s NationasL CHRISTIAN 
TeMPERANCE Unrton request that em- 
ployers will consider the advantages aris- 
ing from making some other day in the 
week than Saturday pay day. 

Those who have tried it find that Mon- 
day or Wednesday are preferable to Sat- 
urday, as the money is expended for 
family needs before the liquor seller can 
get it on Saturday night or Sunday. Em- 
ployers, please try the experiment, and 
see if your workmen are not in a better 
condition on Monday. <A statement of 
the results will be gladly received by 

Mrs. P. StRYKER, 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., 


July, 1881. Com. for New York State. 


Sailors’ Home, New York. 


Reported by F. Alexander, Lessee, for the 
month of 
JuLy, 1881. 
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Deposited for safe keeping............. $1,020 
of which $280 was sent to relatives and friends, 
and the balance was returned to depositors. 


———————- + 


Planets for September, 1881. 


Mmrcory is an evening star during the whole 
of this month, but in the earlier part is near 
the Sun and hence is unfavorably situated for 
observation; on the evening of the 30th it sets 
at 6h. 20m. and south of west 16° 24’; is in con- 
junction with the Moon on the evening of the 
24th, at 11h. 11m., being 8° 25’ north. 


Venus is a morning star rising on the 1st at 
2h. 10m. and north of east 26° 17’; is in con- 
junction with the Moon on the morning of the 
20th, at 5h. 7m., being 5° 23/ north; is in con- 
junction with Leonis on the evening of the 25th 
at 8 o’clock, being 12’ north. 

Mars in the forepart of the month is con- 
sidered as a morning star; on the Ist it rises an 
hour before midnight and north of east 30° 15’; 
on the 2ist at 7 o’clock in the forenoon, is in 
quadrature with the Sun, after this is no longer 
considered as a morning star; is in conjunction 
with the Moon on the forenoon of the 15th at 
8h. 54m., being 51’ north, at this time is eclipsed 
to all persons situated between the parallels of 
17° and 57° of south latitude. 


Jupiter is due south on the morning of the 
1st at 4h. 58m., being 18° 8’ north of the equa- 
tor; is in conjunction with the Moon on the 
morning of the 13th at 1h. 38m., being 2° 38/ 
south; is stationary among the stars in Taurus 
on the afternoon of the 14th at 3 o’clock. 


SaTuRN is due south at 4 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the 1st, being at this time 13° 8’ north of 
the equator; is in conjunction with the Moon 
on the morning of the 12th at th. 36m., being 
5° 17’ south. 


New York University. Ree, B: 
i 0 i> 
Marine Disasters, July, 


les. 


The number of vessels belonging to, or bound 
to or from ports in the United States, reported 
totally lost and missing during the month was 
12, of which 6 were wrecked, 1 was sunk by 
collision, 2 foundered, 2 were burned, and 1 is 
missing. The list comprises 1 ship, 3 barks, 
1 brig, and 7 schooners, and their total value 
exclusive of cargoes, is estimated at $146,300. 
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Below is the list, giving names, ports, destina- 
tions, &c. Those designated by a w. were 
wrecked, s. c. sunk by collision, 6. burned, /. 
foundered, and m. missing. 

SHIP. 
Oriflamme, 0. from London for San Francisco. 
BARKS. 
Beatrice, b. from Philadelphia for Rouen. 
Halton Castle, m. from New York for Queens- 


town. 
Annie S. Hall, f. from Yokohama, for New- 


chwang. 
BRIG. 
Mary Rice, w. from Baltimore, at Barbadoes. 
SCHOONERS. 


Capacity, w. from Philadelphia for Galveston. 

Whisper, w. from Brazos for New Orleans. 

Can’t Come It, w. at Newburyport. 

Emma Banks, /. Oyster Bay, L. I. 

Lucy K. Cogswell, s.c.from South Amboy for 
Merr: imack, 

Lady Franklin, w. fisherman, at Stanward Pt. 

Mary Ann, w. from Boston for Sandy Cove, 
NaS: 


Of the above, 1 bark, 1 brig, and 6 schoon- 
ers were owned wholly in the United States, 
and their total value is estimated at $39,100. 


———_—~ +2 ______ 


Receipts for July, 1881. 


New HAMPSHIRE. 
Concord, Sea. Friend Soc’y, for lib’y. $20 00 


South Cong. Ghurehidsecc aerate 18 90 
Fisherville, Friends aisha See Oe ee 8 57 
Cong. CHURCH anne eee 8 93 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Andover, West Parish Sea. Friend 
Soc’y, to const. Dea. Porter D. 
Smith and Miss Eliza Barnard, 
Ta MOS: anaes sy eee eee 70 00 


Boston, from a friend, for libraries... 100 00 
Cambridge, Ist Church, of wh. Rev. 

A. McKenzie, $20 for library...... 102 41 
Cambridgeport, Pilgrim ch., for lib’y. 25 50 
Enfield, two 8.8. classes of Cong. ch., 

LOL UMDLABY, 5.51.1 eerie Meee eee 20 00 
Halmouth; Cong, church ee. oes 19 00 
Green Ell, Muss'S: B. (Green i. seo. 1 00 
Leominster, S..8.; add’). oc... ce ene 2 60 
Lowell, Will of J. K. Chase, for iib’s.. 98 80 
Mol binya eh OnuLchin. sce ere 10 85 
Monson, G. W. Andrew’s S. S. class 

towards Wibrary cbse olen ee 9 85 
Northboro, Evang. Cong. church..... 25 00 
Norton, The Wheaton Seminary Mis- 

sionary Soc’y, fora lib’y.......... 20 00 
Orleans, Congucha SiS sete neers 3 62 
Oxford, Mrs. Mary 8. one: ile ten 15 00 


Somerville, Broadway ch., account 
Boston Sea. Friend Society Baca 7 50 
South Daniels, Cong. church.......... 


South Deerfield, Cong church. - =. 8 25 
South Weymouth, 2nd Cong church 
for tbranyafanuscmors Gees eee 20 00 
(Wmioniehninchiree peat eee 80 90 
Springfield, Ist Cong. church......... 31 78 
Mrs. Ada D. Southworth............ 25 00 
South Cones church, nee ve eee 9 61 
West Boxford, Cong. church......... 5 95 
West Springfield, 2nd Cong. church.. 6 73 
Wilbraham, Cong. church:........... 14 00 
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Worcester, residuum of bequest of 
Hon. Ichabod Washburn of Wor- 
cester, Mass., through P. C. Bacon, 
W. W. Rice and E. B. C. Wash- 
bulrn, adin?s. o.e- aa Coenen eee 3,361 50 | 

Gentralchurchs. cn .cac-eelin ere 25 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Central Falls, Cong. church.......... 44 34 
CONNECTICUT. 
Berlin, 2nd Cong. church............. 10 51 
Bloomfield, Mrs. Sally Gillette, to 
const. Lewis Bode Clapp of 
Pairport..N. Ye, Niko ee eee 30 00 
Bridgeport, bequest of Mrs. Laura 
Sherman of Bridgeport, Conn., 
through Mrs. Mary B. Loomis, ex. 500 00 
Canton Centre, Cong. S.S.....-...--. 9 15 
Cheshire, Cong. churebix.. 5... sere 19 87 
Collinsville, Cong. ch. and Soc’y...... 16 78 
Danielsonville, Westfield Cong. ch. ; 
and Soe’y, of wh. $20 for library.. 30 00 
Guilford, ist Cong. church............ 5 00 
Hartford, Asylum Hill Cong. ch...... 103 7 
Kent) Cong. churches: vere ae 17 89 
Old Lyme, Wm. D. Cary’s 8. 8. class 
1st Cong. church, for library...... 20 00 
Plantsville, Cong. Chincha 52 05 
Salisbury, Cong. Chureh ce.) -insckin ee 14 83 
Saybrook, ‘Cong. church s)-~ -2ecnecss 10 06 
West Winsted, 2nd Cong. church and 
Society: .cmmite chee casein roe ees 31 89 
New York. 
Bridgehampton, Pres. church........ 20 00 
Brooklyn, a friend in the ist Pres. ch. 4 00 
New York City, Collegiate Ref. Dutch 
church. =... aces, eet eee 80 55 
Crew of ship Ocean Queen......... 3 00 
Capt. E. Sherman of schr. Eri, on 
ACC. MDLaLy: ake wers t= ese oe 50 


Capt. V. Plummer, on acc. library.. 50 
Peekskill, ist Pres. ch., of wh. S. S 


for library $25. ear eens lnc ara 73 21 
Saugerties, Ref. ch., of wh.. 8. 8. $20 
fOrMDTAry. oes oe ees aera 31 75 
Tarrytown, “G.’’ for a library........ 20 00 
NEw JERSEY. 
Franklin Park, Six Mile Run Ref. ch. 
of wh. $20 for the Abm. J. Cortel- 
Vou library. tanec eens 43 33 
Morristown, Children’s Miss’y Society 
of the 1st Pres. eh., for hb) see es 40 00 
Newark, High St. Pr es, church....... 43 00 
Clinton Ave. Ref. church........... 6 00 
Plainfield, Crescent Ave. Pres. ch., of 
wh. $20 fromS. 8. for lib’y in their 
name, $20 from Mr, John M. Far- 
ley for “ Willie ” Fraley lib’y, and 
$20 from John T. Closson, for lib’y 
in name of Edmund Bliss ........ 180 42 
Trenton, Mrs. Peter Katzenbach, for 
lib’y in memory of Fred. Sickel 
Katzenbach.... sic: wamance eee tee 20 00 
KANSAS. 
Morrill, Mrs. Julia KE. Spaulding, for 
library shade dtiace. Se ie eee eee 20 00 
CALIFORNIA. 
Eureka, Frederick Star, Keeper Life 
Saving Stakion eee eee 
$5,585 78 


ERRATUM. 

In Receipts for June, published in Sartors’ 
MaGazine for August, in acknowledgment of 
$1,000 from estate of Ebenezer Alden, M. IDs, 
read Capt. Edward Kimball of Wenham, Masgs- 
instead of Edward Kimball of Waltham, 
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“Gast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.’—Ecc, IT: 1, 


Plucky. 


The boy marched straight up to the 
counter. 

“* Well, my little man,” said the mer- 
chant complacently,—he had just risen 
from such a gloriously good dinner— 
** what will you have to-day?” 

“*O please, sir, mayn’t I do some work 
for you?” 

It might have been the pleasant blue 
eyes that did it, for the man was not ac- 
customed to parley with such small gen- 
tlemen, and Tommy was small of his age. 
There were a few wisps of hair on the 
edges of the merchant’s temples, and 
looking down on the appealing face, the 
man pulled at them. When he had done 
tweaking them, he gave the ends of his 
cravat a brush, and then his hands tray- 
eled down to his vest pocket. 

“Do some work for me, eh? Well 
now, about what sort of work might your 
small manship calculate to be able to per- 
form? Why, you can’t look over the 
counter.” 

““O yes I can, and I’m growing, please, 
growing very fast,—there, see if I can’t 
look over the counter!” 

‘Yes, by standing on your toes; are 
they coppered?” 

‘What, sir?” 

‘¢Why your toes. Your mother couldn’t 
keep you in shoes if they were not.” 


**She can’t keep me in shoes anyhow, 
sir,” and the voice hesitated. 

The man took pains to look over the 
counter. It was too much for him: he 
couldn’t see the little toes. Then he went 
all the way round. 

“*T thought I should need a micro- 
scope,” he said very gravely, ‘‘ but I reck- 
on if I get close enough I can see what 
you look like.” 

““T’m older than I’m big, sir,” was the 
neat rejoinder. 
small of my age.” 

*“You see, my mother hasn’t anybody 
but me, and this morning I saw her ery- 
ing because she could not find five cents 
in her pocket-book, and she thinks the 
boy that took the ashes stole it—and—I 
haven’t had—any—any breakfast, sir!” 

The voice again hesitated, and tears 
came to the blue eyes. 

**T reckon I can help you to a break- 
fast, my little fellow,” said the man, feel- 
ing in his vest pocket. ‘‘There,—will 
that quarter do?” 

The boy shook his head. « Mother 
wouldn’t let me beg, sir,” was his simple 
reply. 

‘“‘Humph! Where’s your father?” 

“© We never heard of him, sir, after he 
went away. He was lost, sir, in the steam- 
er City of Boston.” 


“Folks says I’m very 


286 


“Ah! youdon’tsay! That’sbad. But 
you are a plucky little fellow, anyhow. 
Let me see,” and he pondered, puckering 
, up his mouth and looking straight down 
into the boy’s eyes, which were looking 
straight up into his. » ‘‘ Saunders,” he 
asked, addressing a clerk who was rolling 
up and writing on parcels, ‘‘is Cash No. 
4 still sick?” 

“Dead, sir—died last night,” was the 
reply. 

‘Ah! ’m sorry to hear that. Well, 
here’s a youngster that can take his place.” 

Mr. Saunders looked up slowly; then 
he put his pen behind his left ear; then 
his glance traveled curiously from Tom- 
my to Mr. Towers. 

‘“‘O I understand,” said the latter; 
‘ves, he is small—very smail, indeed— 
but I like his pluck. What did No. 4 
get? ” 

‘¢Three dollars, sir,” said the still as- 
tonished clerk. 

“Put this boy down four. ‘There, 
youngster, give him your name, and run 
home and tell your mother you’ve got a 
place at four dollars a week. Come back 
on Monday, and Ill tell you what to do. 
Here’s a dollar in advance; I’ll take it out 
of your first week. Can you remember? ” 

‘Work, sir,—work all the time?” 

‘As long as you deserve it, my man.” 

Tommy shot out of that shop. If ever 
broken stairs that had a twist through a 
whole flight, creaked and trembled under 
the weight of a small boy,—or perhaps, as 
might be better stated, laughed and 
chuckled on account of a small boy’s good 
luck,—those in that tenement-house en- 
joyed themselves thoroughly that morn- 
ing. 

“‘T’ve got it, mother! [’m took! I’m 
a cash-boy! Don’t you know when they 
take the parcels, the clerks call ‘Cash?’ 
Well, ’m that! Four dollars a week! 
and the man said I had real pluck, —cour- 
age, you know. And here’s a dollar for 
breakfast! And don’t you never cry 
again: for I’m the man of the house now.” 

The house was only a little ten-by-fif- 
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teen room, but how those blue eyes did 
magnify it! At first the mother looked 
confounded; then she looked faint; and 
then she looked,—well, it passes my pow- 
er to tell how she did look as she caught 
the boy in her arms, and hugged him and 
kissed him, the tears streaming down her 
cheeks. But they were tears of thankful- 
ness now. 


—_—__+04+—___ 


A Child’s Love. 


Backward and forward in her little 
rocking-chair moved Alice Lee, now clasp- 
ing her beautiful doll to her bosom, and 
singing low, sweet lullabies; then smooth- 
ing its flaxen curls, patting its rosy cheeks, 
and whispering softly,—‘‘I love you, 
pretty dolly!” and anon casting wistful 
glances towards her mother, who sat in a 
bay-window, busily writing. After what 
seemed to be a very long time to the little 
daughter, Mrs. Lee pushed aside the pa- 
pers, and looking up, said pleasantly,— 
““Tam done for to-day, Alice; you may 
now make all the noise you choose.” 
Scarcely were the words uttered ere the 
little one had flown to her, and nestled 
her head on her loving heart, saying 
earnestly, — 

**T’m so glad; I wanted to love you so 
much, mamma.” 

‘Did you, darling?” And she clasped 
her tenderly. ‘‘I am so glad my Alice 
loves me so; but I faney you were not 
very lonely while I wrote, you and dolly 
seemed to be having a happy time to- 
gether.” 

“Yes, we had, mamma; but got tired, 
after awhile, of loving her.” 

““ And why?” 

“*Oh, because she never loves me back! ” 

‘* And that is why you love me?” 

“That is one why, mamma; but not 
the first one, or the best.” 

‘* And what is the first and the best?” 

““Why, mamma, don’t you guess?” 
and the blue eyes grew very bright and 
earnest. ‘‘It’s because you loved me 
when I was too little to love you back; 
that’s why I love you so.” 


‘“And we love God because he first 
loved us,” whispered the mother. 


THE LIFE BOAT. 287 


“THE CHILDREN’S FRIEND.” 
FOR VERY LITTLE ONES. 


Come hither, little children, I have a tale to tell 

Of One, who, very rich and great, yet loves you passing well. 

Yes, dearest, though a King so great, so noble, rich and true, 

He once left all his glory, to show his love to you. 

He has a crown upon his head, with pearls and rubies bright; 

He has pure gold beneath his feet—a pavement sparkling light! 
And million servants round his throne are harping while they sing, 
** All honor, praise, and power!” to their Almighty King. 

And yet (come listen, dearies!), some long, long time ago, 

This kind King left his kingdom, his love for you to show. 

And, as no other way could bring such joy and life to thee, 

He bade his servants, ‘‘Ne’er forbid the babes to come to Me.” 
And though He seems so far away, beyond the sparkling blue, 
He always loves his little ones—yes, dearies, even you / 

He often sends you presents, too, and loves to see you smile; 

“*T know their little hearts,” He says;—‘‘Z was a child awhile.” 
He often comes down here to touch those hands—that pink-shell palm; 
He keeps them warm, He keeps them safe, from every earthly harm! 
But how He grieves whene’er He sees them giving back a blow! 
I’m sure He he never struck out thus when once a child below. 
He comes down here to touch the lips, and bid them always speak, 
With often trembling eagerness, and yet with accents meek ; 

He bids them ne’er form angry words, or what would be a lie; 
Remember, little children, He’s listening from on high! 

He comes to touch the brimming eyes, and bid them never look 
On anything which might defile, on paper, page, or book. 

The little feet He touches oft, and bids them always run, 

When deeds of love and charity by them might thus be done. 

He touches with a hand of love that quickly beating heart, 

And asks that you should give to Him each pulse and living part; 
And, dearies, does He ask of you one thing you cannot give 

To Him who gives you everything, the life and power to live? 

The beating heart, the little feet, the eyes of shining blue?— 

Ah, no! He never asks of you one thing you cannot do, 

He likes to see you run and skip, and merry laugh and play, 

He only asks you ne’er forget that you are His, alway 

And when, at last, in curtained crib, your head so tired lies, 

And when He sends the gentle sleep to close those drooping eyes, 
He listens for your childish voice to thank Him for his care, 
Which kept you safe the long, long day, and now has laid you there. 


When others see your merry face, and ask what makes you glad, 
What makes you love your glorious King, why you are never sad: 
Oh! happy, laughing children! may this your answer be, 

“«T Joye my Jesus very much—He is so good to me.” 


Bedford, Eng. ie Neos 
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Loan Library Reports. 

The whole number of new Loan Libraries sent to sea from the Rooms of the American 
Seamen’s Friend Society at New York and at Boston, Mass., from 1858-9, to 
April Ist, 1881, was 7,111; and the reshipments of the same for the same period 
were 7,293. The number of volumes in these libraries was 391,070, and they were 
accessible to 278,840 men. Nine hundred and twenty-one libraries, with 33,156 vol- 
umes were placed upon vessels in the United States Navy, and in Naval Hospitals, 
and were accessible to 105,236 men.—One hundred libraries were placed in one 
hundred Stations of the United States Life Saving Service, containing 3,600 vol- 
umes, accessible to nine hundred Keepers and surfmen. 


During July, 1881, sixty-seven loan libiaries,—forty-four new, and twenty-three 


reshipped, were sent to sea from our Rooms at New York and Boston. 


The new 


libraries were Nos. 7,206, to 7,228, inclusive, at New York;—and Nos. 6,848, 6,849, 
6,853, 6,855, 6,859, 6,861, 6,865, 6,867, 6,871, 6,873, 6,875, 6,878, and Nos. 6,882 


to 6,890, inclusive, at Boston. 


The twenty-three libraries reshipped were : 


No. 2,425, No. 4,239, No.5,771, No. 5,911, 
USS Tsk Given OO Caseve 
“3.808, “ 5,471, “ 5,857, “ 6,288, 


An Heroic Boy. 

Some years ago a steamer took fire on 
the St. Lawrence River, and became a 
complete wreck. Very many, in their at- 
tempts to escape death by fire, met with 
a watery graye. <A boy, named Narcisse 
Lamontayne, aged thirteen years, saved 
eight children from the wreck. He ac- 
complished his noble deed by seizing the 
door of a state-room, placing the children 
upon it, and pushing it before him while 
he swam. By several such trips he suc- 
ceeded in landing on a dry rock, or on 
the beach, eight of the children that were 
on board the ill-fated vessel. 

Now this, boys, is true courage. Many 
a boy who can make a great and threat- 
ening noise before his playmates, would 
have been too great a coward even to have 
attempted what this noble Canadian, Nar- 
cisse Lamontayne, so bravely accomplish- 
ed. 

Dr. Johnson’s Reproofs. 

Dr. Johnson never suffered an oath to 
pass unrebuked in his presence. When 
a libertine, but a man of some note, was 
once talking before him, and interlarding 


No. 6,255, No. 6,414, No. 6,673, No. 6,963, 
© 6:2765— appt 6 473:0 een, (OS mmr OOO: 
“6,407, “* 6,494, ‘* 6,814, 
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his stories with oaths, Johnson said,— 
“Sir, all this swearing will do nothing 
for our story; I beg you will not swear.” 
The narrator went on swearing: Johnson 
said,—‘‘I must again intreat you not to 
swear.” He swore again, and Johnson 
indignantly quitted the room. 

Dr. Johnson, giving an advice to an 
intimate friend, said,—‘‘ Above all, ac- 
custom your children constantly to tell 
the truth, without varying in any cir- 
cumstance.” A lady present emphatical- 
ly exclaimed,—‘‘ Nay, this is too much; 
for a little variation in narrative must 
happen a thousand times a day, if one is 
not perpetually watching.” ‘* Well, mad- 
am,” replied the doctor, ‘‘and you ought 
to be perpetually watching. It is more 
from carelessness about truth, than from 
intentional lying, that there is so much 
falsehood in the world.” 
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PortLanD, Mez.,Fort St., n. Custom H. Portland Sea. Fr’nd Soc’y.. 
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OBJECTS AND METHODS OF THE SOCIETY. 


1.—To improve the condition of seamen in every possible respect; and to ¢AVE THEIR SOULS. 
2.—To sanctify commer¢e, and make it everywhere serve as the handmaid of Christianity. 


1.—The preaching of the Gospel by missionaries and chaplains, and the maintenance of 
Bethel Churches in the principal ports of this and foreign countries. In addition to its chap- 
laincies in the United States, the Society has its stations in JAPAN, the SanpwicH ISLANDS, | 
GERMANY, FRANCE, ITALY, BeLeruM, DENMARK, NoRWAY, SWEDEN, and also upon the LaBRADOR 
Coast, N. A., and will establish others as its funds shall allow. Besides preaching the Gospel 
to seamen on ship-board and on shore, and to boatmen upon our inland waters, chaplains 
visit the sick and dying, and as far as possible supply the place of parents and friends. - 

2.—The monthly publication of the Sattors’ Macazine and SEAMEN’S FRIEND, designed to 
collect and communicate .information, and to enlist the sympathy and co-operation of 
Christians of every name, in securing the objects of the Society. The last of these publica- 
tions is gratuitously furnished to chaplain’ and missionaries for distribution among sea- 
men and others.—The Societygalso publishes the Lire Boat, for the use of Sabbath-schools. 

3.—The provision of Loan LIBRARIES, composed of carefully selected, instructive, and 
entertaining books, put up in cases containing between thirty-five and forty volumes each, 
for the use of ships’ officers and crews. The donor of each library is informed when sind 
where it goes, and to whom it is entrusted ; and whatever of interestis heard from it, is com- 
municated, as far as possible. The whole numberof new libraries sent out by the Society, 


up to April 1st, 1881, is.7,111.~ Caleulating 7,293 reshipments, their 391,070 volumes have been | fi 


accessible to more than 278,840 men.= Over twelve hundred hopeful conversions at sea have 
been reported as traceable to this instrumentality. A large proportion of these libraries 
have been provided by special contributions from Sunday-schools, and are frequently heard 
from as doing good service. Thousands of American vessels remain to be supplied. 
4.—The establishment of SarLors’ Homes, Reaping Rcoms, Savings’ Banks, the distribu- 
tion of Brstes, Tracts, &c, The Sarors’ Home, 160 Cherry Street, New Vor is the prop- 
erty and under the direction of the Society. It was opened in 1842, reconstructed refurnish 
ed, and reopened in 1880, and is now unsurpassed by any SAILors’ Home in the weesld It hed 
accommodated 98,000 boarders, and has saved to seamen and their relatives nacre than 
$1,500,000. Its moral and religious influence cannot be fully estimated, but Lan many sea- 
men, (not less than one hundred, since January, 1880,) have there been led to Christ. Shi - 
wrecked sailors are constantly provided for at the Howe. A missionary of the S6ciet is 3 
attendance, and religious meetings are held on week day evenirgs. : oe 


